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PREFACE. 



It is needless to expatiate on the advofUages qf 
travelling. Tins is a subject upon ivhich.the 
English nation is agreed ; and it is, indeed, now 
becorae one of the ruling passions^/^f,jthe people, 
that, must be gratified by all, to th6 extent of their 
means and (^portunit^es. To change the scene 
within^ the limits of our own native land^ has be^ 
come uniyersaUy prevalent; and, without doubt^ 
ibis country presents many objects as wdl worthy 
of examination as most tha^mre to be met with in 
foreign climes. 

' Amongst these, the Isle of Wight has been long 
famed; and must ever continue to hold a clis. 
tinguished rank. Its beauties are so celebrated a& 
(p attract travellers of t£|ste from every quarter^ 
its situation and climate so salubrious as to allure 
the invalid and votary of Hygeia; add to which, 
its position, fn a military and commercial point of 
view ; th^BtataiHi,-in Its vicinity, pf a great part of 
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Same apology is due to He, proprielon 4>f tbane- V« •> • 
sealB which are omitted^ sevinnJ of which il%.;^i-^ 
highly respectable, and fioely situated. They wil{^^ 'iX^/.\ 
be pleased Iq refleoti that within the liimted.boQPfblr ;'r^ 
which we have piescribed to ourselyes, i(^03&^ \%: 
rmast be drawn; and those only aie n0ticed^l^i||!^4,.Ts 
haye attracted the greatest attention. 1^' %;' x 
churches ako are so niunenms, that there ^fiwi^':/;^: 
gieat diAculty of selection ; besides, they hare^iA^: ^y 
leady appeared in worJ^ upon a laij^r scale ijjb/^^]^^ 
of greater dimensions. We therefore look;^^p^ V.^^ 
humbk confidence to the utility yf this ofjii^^^^^^ 
the object of which is/tohprbduce » di^ impix^moa 7i:v 
of the beauty and value of thi3 portian of Bb]^tiw 
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PREFACE 



TO THE 



SECOND EDITION. 



X HE rapid sale of the first edition of this 
work^ has proved the public testimony in its 
favour. A second edition being called for^ 
the proprietors directed their attention to 
the improvement of the veork. In the octa- 
vo they have rejected some of the plates^ the 
least veorthy of notice^ and have added new 
ones of the most interesting views. In the 
descriptive part such alterations have been 
made as time and circumstances required^ 
and some additional information given. An 
edition has also been printed in duodeci- 
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mo^ with twenty-six plates on a reduced 
scale^ and at a reduced price. The former 
is the most elegant^ the latter is the most 
portable. In both editions the plates are 
executed in a far more finished style than 
before: the octavo plates^ however^ have 
this advantage^ the original size is preserved, 
and they consist of proof impressions* 
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THE ISLE OF WIGHT. 



A. SKETCH of thi» beautiful little island will be 
gratifying to. the curious. It is not our design to 
enter into, a minute delineation of it; but its gene- 
ral outline shall be given with distinctness and bie« 
vity. . 

ITS XAME* 

It has not yet been detennined by antiquaries 
whether this spot was anciently entitled to the ap- 
pellation of &/amf or jiemn^ti/a: be this as it may^ 
the Ronmnj^ called it Vecta or Vecstis. Others^ 
hcsftevtty coplend, that the word Wight is derived 
from the old Brit^ word GuUh^ a breach or divi- 
sion; .imagining that it was in former times separii- 



ted from tbfi main land. Bat some, nevertheless, 
have derived the name Wight from Vectis, by 
the whimsical ehai^^ tff quelling or pironuncia- 
tion, not unusual in barbarous tunes. And this 
conjectute receives somer support from the con- 
sideration that the island is called Wect, WUhy 
or Wia^ in the Doomsd^ BoA. Such mc. the 
speculations which have been entertained respect- 
ing its name; but the reader is left to form his 
own judgment on the subject. 

1*8 SITUATIOWi ■ 

The Isle of tV^ight lies opposite the southern 
coast of England, and nearly at an equal distance 
from the two extremities, Dover and the Land's 
End. It is included in the county of Hants, and 
is situated not far from the mwn land. The strait 
which separates it is of unequal breadth; being 
about one mile over towards the western extre- 
mity, opposite Huret Castle; and about seven nriles 
over at the eastern extremity, fiicing Portsmouth. 
The body of watei^, which fmrms this sepwration, is 
usually denominated the Scleta Sea, perhaps from 
the Latin term tol'sendoy indicating its property of 
loosening or separating the two opposite shores. 
For.Uierc is a tradition that here was <mce a «om^ 



j^^iHhnms* The st&rjr iacjeed is^ tihat fbe Car* 
tihagptfiiansy . who, in their prosperitji engrossed 
much of the commerce ^of those times, had settle-, 
ments in the Scilly islan^ds : that buying up the tin 
of Cornwall, they conveyed it by the above isth- 
mus to the sontik of the Isle of Wight; thence 
transporting it into Gaul, and also to the ports of 
the Mediterranean, as well as to the rest of the 
wor^. 

That the ishmd Was once a part of the main 
land, h contended for by the Rev. W. Gitpin, in 
these words 7— -^f As we entered Ljrmington rlver^ 
we found a fresh proof of the. probalrility of the an* 
cient union of Fectis with the main. The tide 
was gone, and had left vast sti^tches of ooxe along 
the deserted shores. Here we saw lying on the 
right a huge stump of a tree, which our boatman 
informed us had been dragged out of the water. 
He assured us also, that the roots of oaks and other 
trees were often found on these banks of mud ; 
which seems still to strengthen the opinion/ that all 
this part of the coast, now covered with the tide<^ 
had once been forest land.^' And it hai^ also been 
remarked, in Sir Richard Worsley's History of 
the Island, that ^^ a hard gravelly beach extends a 
great way across from die isle towards the coast of 



Hempiibtre) abiMmidimy fipom ibe exuenttlj ofi^ 
the chftimeL" This^ it is cmyectiiied, was Ihe 
ordinal isthmus, by idiich means the tin was con*' 
▼eyed to lliie I4e of Wight. 

ITS ExniTT. * 

Thob^gth of (&e Isle qf )!%«« is abomt fwm^ 
ty-four miles, and its central breadth nearly /bur* 
Mhib It is supposed to bs about six^jf nifes in 
mtc^Oi^^nfx* . Ac»or4iiigtot)iesedimeDsloiiB^it 
should eovAtttn 900 squajre inikS| and npw^idsoC 
100,000 acies of bnd. 

Yarious comparisons haye been employed to 
give the reader a just idea of the form of this 
island. A bird's-eye view of it would soon deter- 
mine the matter. The favojurite similes have been 
«— that of its resembliiig either a lengthened loZ" 
engCy or a bird with expanded wings ! There may 
be something fancifid in all this : but an associa- 
tion of ideas cannot be prevented ; and .therefore 
we are insensibly led to entertain some idea, eithet 
true or &lse, on the subjject 
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ITS BOtJNDARISS. 

On the north flows the SokfU Sea separating the 
island from Hampshire ; and on the £(outh is jseeii 
the British Qhiaiiieli which has the appesoance of 
an unbounded ooean/ The coast pppositc^ though 
not visible to the eye, is France, at ibf^ dtstahce of 
nearly thirty leagues. It is encompassed with 
rocks, ^qpecially on the southern, side; «tiie most 
noted of w^i4^ asre the NeedleSyinAi^ <WQKtem ex* 
tiemity. On Hbe^fiher sides the idand is; protect- 
ed by clifis of chalk and freestone. Hence in cer- 
tain parts it is inaccessible ; but where the shore is 
level, as is found to be Ibe case towards the south- 
east, it is fortified by castles, forts, and block* 
houses. But art in this, as well as in other cases, 
yields to nature the palm of superiority. 

. ■> 

BIVISIONS. 

The island is distributed iittd twb htmdreds, 
called the East and West Medincy aiid i^parated 
by the coutse of the river Medine; tvMch rises 
near the bottom of St. Catherine's^ ©o^Vn, runs 
northward, and floMfS into the Sdtent Sea at Cowes. 
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BAST MBDINE 



ConsislB of fourteen parisbes : 



Brading, 

Yaverland^ 

Shanklin, 

Bonchttrch^ 

St. Helens^ 

Newchurch, 

Biostead^ 



Wootton, 

Whippingham^ 

Arreton^ 

Godshill, 

gt. Lawrencp, 

Whitwell, 

Niton. ^ 



WEST MEBIKl 



Contains sixteen parishes: 
Northwood^ 
Carisbrooke, 
St. Nicholas, 

Chale, 
Kingston, 
3horwell, 
Newpo|it, 



Brixton, 

Calboum, 

Motteston, 

Brool^e^ 

^halfleet, 

Thorlej, 

Yarmouth, ai^ 

Freshwater. 



POPUIiATIOV* 

This was ascertained in the year 1811, and the 
number of inhaUtants was found to be nearly 
twenty-four thousand. It would be useless to 
mention the number of individuals in each parish : 
for the tourist wishes to form a general idea of the 
subject^ and not to enter into those particulars 
which are chiefly ^ parochial concern, or at least 
.K^te to the interior goyiemment of the island, 

soiii. 

The soil of the island h^ ah uncommon degree 
of variety; not only in different districts, but 
sometimes in the same district. It has been re- 
marked that, in many parts at least, the soil is gra- 
'▼elly, and in odien flinty ; but its geneftd charac- 
ter is a strong loamy earth, well calculated for 
•agricultiuid pufpoaes. Marie, chalk, . fullers* 
-earth, tobaeco-pipe clay, diffiwent kinds of stones, 
and yarioiis sands, are to be met with in this island. 
.NcNC must we cndt to mention a fine sand found in 
.the paf isb of Fieshwater, esteemed superior to any 
other in the kingdom ; and on tiii^ account is used 
{in cooitttoaUe quantities for the glfos andporct- 
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laifi manufactories of London, Bristol, and 
Worcester. A large portion of alum was for- 
merly procured from Alum Bay. 

AIR. , 

The air has long had the character of salubrity. 
The longevity of the inhabitants is well known; 
and their general appearance bears testimony id 
their healthiness. Indeed the frequent resort of 
valetudinarians to this part of Britain, is an un- 
equivocal proof that it is deemed favourafiile to 
health and enjoyment ; and many, who visit it an- 
nually, can bear witnesp; lliat thj§ opinion is/^ell 
founded. 

" J-ieBTlLjTY. 

- This (without meaning an^ pim). !& a^fiMfle 
topic, and we raas| iexlend the -aittde ^soBot 
kngth:.fiur when we.talk.€€'it|ie ferfiitf ^of luqr 
(Particular. re^on, we mn^treniapibev.tlitftcit em^ 
braces a variety of subjecc^i Fams fa«ieiat«r from 
100/. to 600A per an&um, anda^w veadhto iiear^ 
Ij 1000/. pqr annum* The; fptiom of gmia gjener- 
fiUj. raised, tag wheaiy- iarleyy pafijlktms, and 
Pfosq* Thopf^atoey that iexcell«nt4ind mOiM^ 



f«>l J^bWtfgbt^^^ ftma Apieriea by; Sjbr 

W^qltei: K^^h in the reign of Queen Eiizjibelli), 
it is th'fipgbt migj^t be Jbieie cultivated with, advan* 
tage; as at Portssoyi^iitli .a xeady 8a}e might b^ 
found for so desirable an article ; and at the same 
time such a species pf produce would be accepta* 
ble to the inhabitants of the island. 

* As 'to* Ihe 'green crops, tlrejr are chiefly turnips^ 
eliyeer^fveiches^ ryegra^^ and trefoil, r^ We he»r 
the pasture mid meadcfw *land much praised for 
theur richiless ; a particular pm6f4)f which is, thai 
an- mte' will prbcbce two or three tons of fine hay. 
Il'he file 6t Wiglit has not uafr«|uetitl]r been 
Ityled lie garden of England. - . - 

« Aft to A^mALs-^tlfe she^ annual^ shorn have 
iieen ta^ «tt 40,000 ; and ftdtless than 5000 
&mbs'h4^ been^e^d in cAie< year t^the^ London 
t^BEliAierB. '■ "f he e(>»ip ate pl^cipally of ^iheAlder^ 
my bleed, though nditcd wih otlkirs iof .Englkh 
tOBiptekibii. ^he hm^ aie tttrge^ audi Mnsider- ^ 
able pains haye becfu taken to improve ttfaem> 
The game of the island may be termed plentiful; 
particularly hares^ parinSgeSf and pheasants : 
here ajrealao laptmngSy and great variety of wild 
fowL Thejish are by no means in abui\danoe, 
tli9|i^ of prime Quality, "^^hc soutliem side of 



the island has a cioBnderalde quaiUhy ci^^iheBJhh,' 
and a village has obtained the appellation ot Crdb' 
Miffij on account of the vast quantity, of cfibs 
whidi were caught in its Ticinitjr^ 

APPEARlNCS. ' ; 

The geiietal appearance of the island is highlj 
fiEtYOurable, being marked by an endless variety* 
Bich and picturesque, it possesses innumerable at^ 
tractions. Indeed no description can do it Justice* 
timber , was formerly plentiful here ; but the 
dockyards have considerably thinned it. The ooi 
and elm mostly abojtmd in the island. The only 
fvi^Bte land is Parkhursi or Carisbroo^e Forcsi^ 
which is about to be enclosed. In the eaatera 
parts aie tracts of marshy land, covered at hif^ 
tides by tlie sea, the largest of which is^BriuKHg 
Haven. Indeed, in this h^hly fiivoured spot, we 
meet every where with the most exhilarating pro^* 
pects; for in the summer season— - 



-The roTing sig^ht 



Punuei iu pleaiiog course o'er neighbouring; hilts 
Of many a clifferent form and different hue \ 
Bright with ripe com, or green with graM, 
Or dark with cloTer*f purple bloom I 



Tt 



MItlTASr mSfOfLTM • 



Little or nothing is known of this island pre* 
vious ta the Conquest, l^'or it is somewhat re* 
markable, that though this part of Britain was e« 
quall^ exposed with other parts to the incursions 
of the Romans, yet there are here to be found 
}kone of those encampments so frequently discover* 
ed in other parts of the kingdom. At the Con* 
QUEST, however, it is spoken of as a place of de^ 
fence; and in the reign of Edzpard the Third ihe 
inhabitants nobly repelled a band of French inya« 
ders. Indeed the French appear to have been 
very troublesome in succeeding reigns, particu- 
larly in the time of Richard the Second; when a 
party of them, besieging Carisbrooke Castle, were 
cpt off^ and buried at a spot near Newport; after* 
wards called, by way of derision, Noddle*s SM. 
During the civil wars between the Houses of York 
and Lancaster, tl^e island enjoyed profound tran- 
quillity. In the reign of Henry the Eighth^ the 
French intended to have invaded the kingdom; 
but not being able to eff^t a landing, they sent 
two thousand men to ravage this island. But 
Richard Worsley, the governor of the tshmdy 
collecting a fiufficient force, drove them back to 
their ships in the greatest disorder and coBfufiiop* 



Such bowery wa9 tjlpe/ sense of danger excited 
by these daring attempts^ thai it was thought tq be 
fall time for the inhabitants to guan^, against simil- 
ar depredations. . Porta ^ were, therefore, imme- 
diately built, to prevent the landing of the enemy. 
Wofsley Tower y directly opposite to Hurst Castle, 
was the principal of those which were erected on 
the occasion ; and it was thus called, on account 
of the bravery of the governor already mentioned, 
a deed that ought to be handed down to posterity t 
Other, castles and places of defence were raised, 
which shall be mentioned in a future part of this 
narrative. These structures, however imperfect 
may be their remains, indicate the former. turbu* 
Jknt and warlike condition of our country. 

From the time o{ Henry the Eighth^ the militA- 
ly history of the island becomes incorporated with 
ii^ general history of the kingdom^ 

civil* HISTORY. 

Here again we must begin with the Conquest ; 
for the particulars presented to us^ previous to that 
memorable period, are entitled to little or no atlen- 
tion. It ought to be mentioned, that the tyrant 
William (conqueror and tyrant are nearly sy- 
nonymous terms) assigned this island to a relative, 



IB 

VSUfffii JStMbome^ irlio had'madeacQlisiiileiioni 
figutemihebtttae (IfHaolbqi^. He was to hoU 
lh]8:][^a^ ^aa &eely AtheConqpieioK .hdd the 
realm' of En^Iaiid:^' After some cJipiigeB k be* 
wto>tllr piirale pidpertjr o£ tfae- kingfei of Eng* 
land; Ttef gi^aiiled it to tbek fiivourites wilhaB 
tte .capricipuQDess of . fityodnlism. One of itt 
ioids, the Dttke of Mfanrick, -was crowned JiMag 
of ilie Isle of Wigbt! BxA Hemj/ the Seventh 
fesamed 4be jurisdictimi of the island ; and it baa 
ever since been deemed par( of the dominions of 
"ttie crown, scibj^et and miallenaUe as the rest of 
the kingdom* During the re%n of George ike 
Third the goYemors have been Thomas Loid 
Holmes, Hans Stanley Esq, Harry Puke ^t 
Bi^lton, Sir Richard Worsley, Lord Bolton, and 
Lord Fitzharris, eldest son of the Earl of Mahne*- 
buiy, who now filkthat situation. 

A curious instance of the simplicity of mannem 
among the islanders in aneient times is here insert- 
ed, from Sir John Oglander^s Memoirs:— "I 
have heard, and partly know it to be true, that not 
0uly hereiofone thei:e was no lawyer or attorney in 
<itar island ; but in. Sir George Carey's time (cap- 
iain of the islmid in the time of Elizabeth),, an a|- 
^OKoey coming to s0lite in the island, waS|: with 
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io'tihe year 1811 they i?eie coiii)^uted 16 lie nearly^ 

SO0O| and the houses amounted to nearly ISDOy of 

every descriptioii. The markets, beid twicR Jk 

ifeek (on Wednesday, and Saturday),.' abawd 

unfh proWsions $ md cfoanlhasb^n ifold eyen %oi 

the quantity of 14^ quaiters, the greats paA o£ 

which ^as produced in the islands The chuiteh wr 

6C great aatiquiiy, yexy spac9yoiis,.and at diffi^rent 

pmodshas received' yariou? improvan^nts^ ^ Thd 

pulpifLv a preeipus relic of antiquity, exhil)i^ fi ie« 

pieseAtation of the Kheral sciences, and .of H/^ caf * 

djuaal virtue ! The date of its' erection i& 1636 f 

and its whole appearance is entitled to aitentiQi^ 

Axoang its Qionuments, which; are handspme, is 

that of Sir Edward Horsey. Here alsp lies th^ 

Princess Elizabeth, second daughter cf 

Charles thb Fiast. In the year 1793, aiji 

arched vault was found, which c(Hitaiiied a stone 

with the initials E. S. ,( Elizabeth Stu(»i)y mark* 

ing the place of her interment. But what puta the 

circumstance beyond doubt was, tfai^ the cofiu 

had this inscription upon it :•— 



Elizabbth, 

Second Daughter oi the late Kiog Charlei, 

Deceased Sept. S, 1650. 
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SbISi breathed! her laAt within the walls 6f Gaxb* 
brook Gastle : for we are dssived, upon the best 
Authority, that the linfortunate Charles's family 
were confined in that fortress after his execntioa. 
iSuch is the evanescent nature of human grandeur* 
Sic transit gloriq muncU ! 

' The cem^/ery belonging to the church is at 
some little distance, and of considerable extent, 
it is Bunhill fields In miniature ; for it contains the 
mortal remains of all denominations. Here^ of 
tourse, is to be found a variety of tomb stones, and 
a proportional quantity of elegiac poetry. The 
author of this narrative passed some pensive mo* 
ments in this repository of the dead. l*Iie doctrine 
^ the resurrection alone realisses the full hopes and 
glorious expectations of our common Christianity*** 

Graven the guardian of our dust| 

Grave J the trea§ury of the skiet i 

Byerj atom of thy trust 

Reitt in hope again to riie t ^ v 

Hark ! the judgment trumpet caHi, 

Soul— rebuild thine house of day-^ 

Immortalitt— ^y walls— . 

And Btsbnitt thy day I 

MoirMoitfsnr* 

The dissenters aiie numerous and respectable in 
tUf towiit Here aie two meeting houses belong* 



ipg to the IsfdepmdesfiM^ of constderaU^ li^^ 
and fitted up witb apprapri^ neatness: ^j^, 
is a valuable library to each, for the use of fljie. 
congregation. Here is likeT?ise a place belonging 
to the particular Bpptists: the former minister of 
vhich was the Rev. John Sturch; who wrote an 
interesting account pf the island^ in a series of let- 
ters; to which pttbljbb{4io9i the author of this nar« 
rative feels much indebted. The Wesleyan life* 
thodists, the Q^akersj the Socinians, and the Rg^ 
man Catholics, ha,ye each, a chapel in the tonf^^ 
80 that it maj^ be said, that here arp found the 
principal sects and d^nomin^liim of the Chijstia]^ 
worW, 

We mu^ not forgist to mention two pubGe 
schools.; which haye been esta}iU$be4 iA the pieset^ 
year (18 IS), on a large scale for a town of the po« 
pulation of Newport. One is (m the plan of Dr. 
BeUj containing about 300 children ; the other is 
on that of J. Lancaster^ containing S50 children. 
The latter is supported by the dissenters, and the 
former by the members of the^ establishment, in a 
manner which reflects the greatest praise on the 
liberality of this town. Here are also Sunday- 
schools at almost all the di^o^en^ places of ifor- 
ship; wUcharp liberally suppprt^. T^h^s^ dift 
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ftrent instttntiamr promise incalbQUble benefit ta 
the riimi^^ geaerafion, and nrfllbe tlie means of dt& 
fusing the biksings of knowledge, and) religiour 
prineiples) tbrougb diis higiify: fiiyouKed island; 

Oneofthebrigliteslomainetttsofthis tami>is a 
pennanent publio libraiy^ called the Islb of 
Wight Institution; of 'whieli Sir Jjeonta/fd 
Worsley Holmes is president. It was formed in the 
jear 1810, and is supported by volnntairjr sub** 
scriptions and donations. . The most respectable 
gentlemen in the island are amongst its members ; 
who aie also accommodated with newspapers, the 
principal reviews, and other periodical publica« 
tions of the day. It is ccAiducted on the most lib- 
eral principles, and hats axonsiderable i^dltection of 
Hae most valuable books in varions bnguages. 

As to the town of Newport in g^ienil, we may 
adopt the words of Mr. Sturch *•— ^'* There are few 
places where independence may meet with more 
sources of rational rajoyment, or where virtuous 
industry is better rewarded,, than^ in this clean^ 
healthful, and elegant town. Its stre^ are open 
and airy, ite buildings rieat and convenient, its en4i 
virons pleasant, its provisions good, and plent^I^ 
and its inhabitants friendly and sociable*" 
By ascending any of the neighbouring hills, a 



ineldewina^b^ obtained of iVeajN^ itniakesa 
lespectaUe appearanoci and acqnues an additional 
interest from its occiqiying a central situatien in 
the island; The author of this narraliye cfinjoyed 
this view one evening, about two years ago, in the 
month of July ; just at that mcmient when the ^n^ 
ahom of its rays, was sinking in the western hori- 
zon, leaving our hemisphere enveloped in the 
shades of night I 

Now fades the glimmering landscape on the sight, 
And all the air a solemn stillness holds. 
Save where the beetle wheels its dronish flight. 
And drowsy tinklings lull the distant folds ! 

We vetumed to Newport with a kind of penrive 
gratification. We had contemplated one of the 
richest landscapes that Britain could present to our. 
view ; we meditated on the wisdom and goodness 
of the Supreme Being ; who, by the alternate suc- 
cession of day and night, has thus promoted the 
rqposeand happiness of mankind ! 

Within these few years the vicinity of Newport 
has been enlarged, by the addition of two pleasant 
villages. One is situated on the west, on thel road 
to Carisbrook, and is called the New Village : 
the other is on the east of the town, on the rising, 
ground which lies to the right hand of the road 



-that leads to Ryde, and is called Barton's Til»' 
lage. 

We cannot quit Newport and* its vicinity 
without mentioning that there is a conounodious 
theatre, two assembly rooms, and other places 
of amusement. The inns are large and respect- 
able, presenting the weary traveller with every 
species of accommodation. 

Indeed, with respect to Newport, it is so pleas- 
ing and populous a town, that many things may 
be written respecting it, which, to a stranger^ 
might appear to exceed the bounds of credibility* 
In the evening the principal streets are foU of bus- 
jfle and activfty ; and the shops, spacious and well 
furnished, bear a considerable resembbmce to those 
of Cheapside. Removed therefore as the inha- 
(bitants are from the main land^ they are never- 
.thekss in possession of every comfort; and share 
BO small portion of that general felicity which the 
SupremeBeing, in his infinite goodness, has allot* 
ed to mankind, 

We noay also just add, that <^ those who are 

•disposed to survey the whole island commonly fix 

their head quarters at Newport, from the certainty 

of procuring lodging. In this case three principal 

iontes are laid down, denominaled, fiiom their vq* 
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qie^ive GOttises^ the western^ the nofih^Msiertiy 
and the south-eastern. These, mith a few shorter 
Inps^ include all the scenery and objects vfoiAf of 
laspeoikHi in the island, ^and may be travelled over 
in five or six days : > though the jroads 4u:e very in*^ 
different, and in some parts absolutely iiB|MissabIe 
for ofinriages, exc^t in the finest weather* This 
probably arises from the roads being repaired by 
statute law, as there axe no turnpikes t]iro]:i^hout 
the island!" But on this subject xnore shall be 
said in another part of ^he work. 

HOUSE OF INDUSTRV. 

This )>uil<&ig is erected on P/ulikmst Eore^ 
fi^y acres <)f land having been granted feriduB 
"Purpose by paJrliament. The iweadi:^ of the front 
Is Iteee hundred feet; and itlie npiindows aie so 
tconstiuded as to admit 4»f a thoeon^ ventihtioo. 
besides a numerous suit of acconnnodiitionB £ar (he 
4nhabilaBti^ thei« is adiapd, a peiel house, a faonae 
for the smallpox, cells for delinquents, aad a place 
'4)f intermeni^. No buildjng omild have been better 
constnicteds it wifl contain seyien hundmd p»> 
^ns. We areha]^ that this inctiliilion has not 
been matter of mete specubtton, as it has been 
productive ^f s^bslanlia} advimtages to < th^. i«i&nd# 



n 

^hs^SSAn dTlhe poor in maiiry parte of the king^ 
d4Ha loe wretchedly laaE^ged ; inUch is the cause 
(if our paupeis being too often the children of iiH 
dolence and profligacy. It were well if other dis* 
tricts'woidd attend to this JTM^e of Indmlry. 
The cfaildien ai^ educated on Lancaster's method 
of instruction j and have made astonishing progress 
in reading, writing, and arithmetic, since this plan 
was introduced* 

BARBACKS* 

Not far from the House of Industry stand the 
Barracksy built about the year 1800. They are a 
4ep^ for recruits, such as formerly used to be at 
Chatham ; whence they easily escaped by means 
d the river Medway, and eflfectually concealed 
themselves in the overgrown metropolis of the Brit- 
ish einpire. Twelve hundred feet by seven hun« 
dred is the extent of ground occupied by the bar- 
nchs) wUeh have every possible accommodation. 
Near il on the north is tfo hospital^ containing a 
number crfcMvenientwatdst and nothing is wflnt- 
11^ |br the leeovery and comfort of its affiicted in- 
Indbitaiits. The total enolbsuie of the barracks and 
liospiial contains one huidred acres, encircled 
with a large plantation.^ A little further north- 



aace; botiiMciluiBttA trees dhiftiiigtbft 
aad forMn^^ weoiifiised « scene at if the giolisldl 
had beea conrtibed by 'an i^dlthqiiake. In manjr 
places die e^tiA Slink to the d£ptli of fliirty or finr- 
ty feet; and a cottage, 'wkidiliad1)eeitt88tefiill)r 
fitted up as. a ^rtepeet liouste^ -was partly thrown 
down and baiied ia tiie ftnores. This bmisUp 
wpgeoat^ to have been occasioned hy the fitsezing of 
AeH^piings in the chaakis t>f the hill i the expan. 
si're force of the ice caqsfaig a sepajjation at Ae 
base of the cliff beneath the hiD, the ground began 
to moYe forward ; and the lands of the farm, being 
pittsed on by the descending mass, were torn fiom 
titeif origiiial foundations, and suddenly moved 
forward till all furtber progress was stopped by the 
illabSity of a ridge of rocks ; which, lik^ an oppo* 
sing barrier, prevented the dreary wreck from 
rushing headlong into the seal'' 

liEARNED MEN. 

We shaQ close our cursory account of the island 
with noticing the men of literary celebrity which it 
has produced : fbr we must not conine our admi- 
lation to mere inert lifeless matter. Mind is the 
grand distiriguishing principle, by which man is 
rabed above the lower creation^ This island has 
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.neaU. Ama^ oliieis inay^^e lectootd ' jDr* 
Henry Cohy Dean of St. Paul's^ a man^of taidiib; 
btttirhose yersatile principles were accommodaled 
U} the times in which he lived. Sir John Ch^9^ 
Kni, an amiable chaiacter , whose skill in the lan« 
guages made him the pride and boast of the uni* 
Teisityy was one of Prince Edward's tutors; but 
he was sadly harassed in the reign of persecuting 
Mary^ which hastened his dissolution. JDr. 
Thomas James y a learned diidne and antiquary : 
his acquaintance with ancient and modem langua* 
ges was such, that he was deemed a living library* 
And lastly, Dr» Robert Hooke^ a scientific and 
mechanic genius, was bom in the year 1635, his 
father being at that period curate qf Freshwater* 
His improvements were numerous : and his being 
the sole inventor of the pendulum spring of a 
watchy every gentleman carries with him in his 
pocket a monument of his ingenuity. 



Thus have we given a transient view of thejead^ 
ing parts of this far-famed and beautiful little 
island. Wc no^ proceed to the Plaies^ with their 
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-•emaldescriplioiis; and wetmsttlie'iijeatnessaid 
.fidelity of the engraviogs irill entitle them to ap- 



J. E. 

JtHngieUf ^ 

Sept. A, 1808* 
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THE PLATES. 



cARiiBHooK castlr: 



txDIlPENDEXTtT of its claims tq notice aS/ a mon* 
nment of remote antiquity, t^ie litroxig forii^eBSyv 
■whose liistory is of high renoTTO-inthe aimab of 
the islajiilj and within whose walk bave^ occurred 
scenes of great importance to thQ general JbListoFyojD 
euT countrjj this castle highly merits observatioii^ 
from its picturesque situation, andthebeautiep of 
its vejierable remains. While itajcmg ito antique 
Amcturc, its story is more strongly iinpressed up* 
jiti our minds s and its picturesque beauties fOT» 
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an impressire and lively scene dmongst the yarious 
objects of curiosity. 

A pleasant road of about a mile from Newport^ 
passing the new village of Carisbrook, where 
many cheerful houses are now building, leads to 
the castle; whose mouldering walls surmount a 
round hill, sufficiently high to resist the danger of 
a sudden assault^ but conamaiided by some higher 
eminences at no great distance. The general ap« 
pearance of the fortress, as seen from the road as. 
cending, is strikingly picturesque. The strong 
outline of its ruined walls and elevated keep, with 
the abrupt descent towards tho valley, town, and 
the downs of Buccombe rising in the distance, af- 
fords a charming picture. Our view has nearly the 
came objects, but is taken from the village in front, 
r^ This castle is principally of three distinct pe« 
i^iods. The Saxon, including part of the keep, has 
some remaining fragments of 1200 years antiquity. 
To this, soon after the Norman conquest, a greater 
Extent of works appears to have been added, inclu* 
ding the inner area of the present fortress. Round 
this, the outworks, of some extent, and occupying 
the whole summit of the hill, were added, in some 
degree of regularity, according to the more mod- 
cm mks in (he reign of Queen Elizabeth. Be^ 



iides these principal dates of the diflfeient parts of 
the fortress, we have traces of improvements and 
tfepain, at yftrioiui time^, pafticiilarly about the 
fhne of Edward IV,' when the beautiful towers 
must have been added that grace the entrance* 
The walls of the casde^ as cotistrttcted afbr the 
Norman conquest, surrbmided about an acre and 
an half. Their angles were refbuilt by Queen 
Elizabeth: the outwofks then added are three 
quarters of a mile round, and make the whole Idr* 
tress occupy about twenty acres^ 
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^JITEWAT TO CARISiBROOK CA8TLE. 

0\A seoomi view i»,ta|ien a IMtelbitber rou^ 
tte hii; giving a more particfdiair ddliotation of 
ike ^rttdd entranoe t^etwvbn ike two iiouikI tow^a^ 
and tdoking itiWafCk to the eloipe aati^e entraaea 
ydiMn; whofee gatewifty Md vncbAj of gteat «n- 
ti^y> stftl m&aift. 

PaHsidg by aa advanced g^way tbrougli the 
tmnfr mfi^myr^fkB^ and uroteiag t^ ^ide mdaV 
tiie machicolated entrmee) and iiemai^ <af Ao* 
portcullis, arc defended by two lofty round towers, 
o[ the age of Edward the Fourth. At the extre- 
mity of the passage betwixt these is the venerable 
tocient gate. 

By this we enter the court, haying on one side 
the chapel of St. Nicholas, that forms a parish of 
itself, having attached to it several tracts of land in 
different parts of the island. 

Opposite to tiie chapel, on the other side, are 
the remains of the rooms where King CJiarles was 
confined ; in the ruined upper wall of which, we 
see the window that has been already remarked 
from the outside,* 

* ^^ Colonel Hanunoiid, into whose power Charles threw him* 
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hmmg §Qm good ^puciou^ ^padiMtd^, .bat; n^w 

f ■ ■ .J ..j., . . ■ ■ mjTf 



«tf, was Om fmnenior of the Ide of Wi^ht. He seems to have 
beeo a man of horaanity ^^ and, while his hands were aotied, was 
disposed tq show ihe king every c^l.vUUy in Ms poirer. Cbafles 
took kh eiercise on honehafck whepe he pt^a^ } ^oi^h his mo. 
tioQs were prp\}^hly obierred ; and, as the panlianieiit bad grfuit- 
c4 him 6Q001. a ^ev, he ]Jive4 ^ few «^o«ths i? somethio^ ^ike 
n>y^ Stale. 

*' But this Uberlty wi^ soon ipJbEidged : hi^ c^pfains and serr. 
fnU were ^nt taken from him$ then bis £oin|; jabroad in the 
island gave . oUSrnoe ; an4, soon af|er» ^is inteiiDoarie with any 
)KMly bat those set about him* S,o splitary ^as his coofinement^ 
llnriog a ^;iV8t p^rt of hip time« that, as hfi was standing one day 
iiear the gate of the castle, witfi Sir PhMip Warwick, he pointe^ 
to an old deciepid man, walking across one of the courts, an^ then 
^id, ' That mao is sen^ ere^ morning to light my pjt, and is .the 
pest eompaniop I haye had for many months.' 

*' AU this seyere usage Charles bore with patience ^nd eqaa- 
pimit^ $ and eip^eavopred, as much as pos^b^, to keep his mind 
fmploye^' fU hafi eyer beep impressed ,witb serious thoughts of 
feligion, ifhlcli his p^b^rtnoes ba<l now strengtheoed and confirm- 
pd. Devotion, me^itat^on, and reading the scriptnres, were hi^ 
^reat copsolatiop. The few books he had brought .with him int^ 
Ihe castle, were chiefly on jeligious subjects, or of a serious cast. 
AiBOOg them was Hooker's ^clesiasUcal Polity. This book, it 
is probable, be had studied with jgreat attention $ as it related 
inuch to the national question of that time, in which no man was 
J>ett6r versed. In his slender catalogue ive find also two books of 
amusement, Tasso's Jerusalem and 8peocer*s Fairy Queen. 

*' His e^mrctse was now much abridged. He was skilled in 
horsemanship, and fond of riding. But as this was refused, he 
ipent two or three hours every morning in walking on the .ram* 
parts of the castle. Here he enjoyed at least a fine air^ and an 
Cf teusive prospect ; though every object he saw, tlie flocks strays 
log carelessly on one side, and the ships sailing freely on the other, 
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destitute otfttnAinve ; e:t6epting vihsA b iDefc'essaiy 
for tlie accmnmodation of a servant^' wko $how# 
Ifae caade to straagen*. 



ptit hun lA mind i>f thut liWy of whictf li«' Via^ S6 (if aeliy de* 
prived. tn th<f mean time lie was totally careless oftiis perton • 
lie let hfs beard and' hair grow, and* was inattentiYe to bis dress. 

** During tlie time of his imprisonment in Carisbrook Castfe; 
three attempts were made, chiefly by the gentlemen of the island, 
to rescue hfra. liord Clarendon gives as the detail of two of 
tTieni ; tuC £ thfi^T, wBich' he hM heaand of, he supposes to bie ii 
there fiction. As it' fs mentioned', bowev^f, fa the Worsley pti*- 
'pers, with every mark of authenticity, and as ode of the prnici* 
|ial conductors of it was a gentleman of that family, th^re sec^inii 
to be little doubt of its bciiig a fact* The following is t£a ii6> 
'eti^tofit. 

** By a correspondence privately settled with some grntlemeii 
in the island, it was agreed, that the king should let himself dowil 
By a cord from a window of his apartment* A swift horse, with 
a guide, Was to' wait fot him at th6 bottom of the ramparts ; and 
a vessel ib tlie offing' was to 6e ready to convey him where b^ 
jiTeds^. the chief difliciitty Was boW tlie \tttg should get 
fhrongli the iron bars of his i^inddir. But Charhs^ assured them 
lie had tri(»f the passagie, and did not dou5t 6ut it was sufficiently 
large. Bdt, on the sign being given, aDd the king b^nnih^ th^ 
atfemjit, he soon found he had made a false calcnlatibn. Hj&ving 
prdtrud^ his head and shouMers, he could get nd further;' and, 
What Was Worse, he could not draw himself back. His friends at 
the bottom heard him groan in his distress, but werejunable to re«» 
lieve him. At length, however, by repeated efforts, he got himself 
disengaged; but made at that tiniife no further attempt. After- 
Wards he contrived t6 saw thii bari of his Window asunder; and 
sitiother scheme was Ikid ? but th^ i^rticulaft of this Lord Clkreft^ 
ifon details. 

•*Th<* treaty of Newpbrt skion after folWed ; after Wlifch, 
Charl&s «ras seized by the aniny, and carrfed a prisoner td Har^ . 
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Round this building ve pass to tbe apcieiit 
keep, round toyf^r, ox dujngeoQ, oa a mouixt, a$f 
i^ded by seyenty-two ^iteps. From the top of 
this IS ^ most extensive and pleasing prospect. 
The )3Fbole town of Newport, with the Medina^ 
bounded by East and West Cowes ; the spacious 
barracks of the depot, and the neighbouring 
house of industry; the fine, eminence of Stjp 
George's down, and the distant downs abovp 
Appukluroombe, under whpse obelisk is seen the 
conspicuou$ church of Godshill; nearer are thp 
hijls to the westward^ seen over the neighbouring 
valley and picturesque vijlage of Carisbrook. 
The intervening hill iiear Gatcombe, jufit inters 
oepts St. Catherine's; whose distant brow would 
otherwise give a^ grand finish to this lovely PanQ« 
iswa» 

There are the remains of anojthei: towpr> ca]U^ 
Montjoys ; the walls of which are in some places 



casUe : in his way thither he met Mr. Worsley, one of the gentler- 
men who ribked his life for him at Carisbrook. — Charles^ wrung 
Ijjs hand ygy'ith ^Section ^ and pulling his watch out of his pockety 
gave it to him^ saying, ' That U all my gr9titnde has to give.* 

*' This lyatch is still preserved in the family^ It is of silver^ 
large and clumsy in its form. The case i» neatly ornamented with 
filigree; but the movements are of veiy ordin^ workmapihipt 
^d w^und up with catgut." 



eigbteen feet thick t txiyreth theie ktb fampatts, 
about twenty feet liigh and eight feet thick. 

Adjoining the goytrhofs house, near the centri 
of the area, under a small building, is d Well, 300 
feet deep, supplying water of the purest quality, 
for the use of the caKtIe ; whlcb i& talsed by mean^ 
of a tread Wheel, nfteen feet lA diameter, wbrked 
by an ass since 1^98, whose ptedece^r sferved th^ 
office twenty-six years. ()ne-of the^ animals diM 
in 1771, having laboured in the duties of his st^^ 
tion during th6 long period 6f forty-five yetM. 
When this well is shown to strangers, a curious 
experimeiii is generally made, by letting dowli a 
lighted knip in a wooden bowl; Which in des« 
cending occasions a strong sound fh>in the r^sisi* 
ance of (he air, like a hollbw wind ; and as the 
lamp floats upon the surface of the water, the mit« 
sonry of the Well tnay be difitilictly teen. 
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CAHISBHOOK VILLAGE. 



Desce JIBING from the castle^ a charming vienfr 
presents itself of the village or towa of Caris- 
brook; which was once the capital of Ae Island, 
tiU Newportj from its situation^ so much more fa- 
Tourable to commercial pvirsuits^ attamed to that 
distinction. 

Cariabrook has a very picturesque appeatance, 
and contains many neat and comfortable houses : 
it is adorned by the lofty ornamenUd Gothic tower 
of the churcbj and interspersed with stately and 
beautiful trees- A most delightful stream of water, 
winding round the foot of the castle hill, Wastes the 
lower part of the village ; which rtaes up the slope 
of the opposite hill, over which the laad proceeds 
tlirongh a pleasing varied surface of hill and dale, 
towards Buccombe and Shorwell, The church ap- 
pears to have been formerly of considerable dimen- 
sions. The very lofty Gothic tower, surmounted 
by eight large spiral pinnacles, has a remarkable 
air of grandeur : it contains a fine peal of eight 
musical bells. This church has the largest and 
finest window of any in the island^ as well as some 
monuments that are worthy of notice. The most 
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remarkable one is that of Captain WtUiam Keeling^ 
which has a ci^ious ^egorical ajlusjion to hi3 pro^ 
ftssion. He is represented sitting on the deck of a 
ship, Fith a crown of glory over him. Fides (Fa^th) 
is ^tten oj^ the ^I ; 09 the cpmpass^ Vprpuffi 
Dei (ihe word of pod) ; and on the anchor^ Spes 
fllpfe). The inspription belo^the ship informs 
lis tl^at he died in 1619. It thus quaintly concludes ; 



Sonrijs and tw9 yeari in this retwl frail. 

On the rough sea of l|fe did Kebling sail f 

A merchant fortunate, a captain bould, 

A courtier gracious, yet, alas ! not old» 

9ttch wealthy ez^rience, himor, and high p^aise^ 

Few winne in twice so manie years or daies ; 

But what the world admired he deemed drosse, 

Jfor Christ^wtUiout Christ all his gains but losse; 

For him and his dear loye, with merrie cheere. 

To the Jlofy Land his last course he did steere ; 

JF«^ serred for sails— the Soared Word for card, 

Mf^ was hif anchor. Glory his reward ; 

And thus with gales of grace, by happy venter 

Yhro* Btraits of Death— HsAysii's harbor he did enter ) 



As to the Tillage itself it is very rural and po- 
pulous, and contains several lodging houses. 
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HOCKjItlir FIlESHWATEa BAF^ 



]Pb)^m Freshwater Gajte, looking to tbe eastward^ 
|ihe tijro detached and yreathjer-beatep ropks that 
pncQ ;formed part of the cjiiff that tepniaates thLf 
^ide Qf the ba^, appear nios^ piGturesque and stri- 
kiiig .ol^ects. In stpnny iveatli^jr, and iviieq the 
tide i^ high, jthie J^reaking of tlicivavcs against thenii 
forms a most grand and pleasing picture. The 
lo^y. Jjill of St. Catherine soars in the ttistance, 
stretcldQ^ like a yast promontory into the channel^ 

AlAre these rocks and their parent clifib, rise the 
lofty nowns pf Compton ai|d Afton; their greeii 
sides'^fin^y contrastiii^l|||^^e shining whiteness 
of thfe.; craggy shore', within the bay apy ppr 
casiotKd smajl vej^l af |Si^of, the lushing boats 
conti^iidfdy pae|sing tp and fro, giye an ammatioa 
to the j^tuir^ titat if higH^ '8f9^^fy^^* 

■ • •^•^' •'' " i ' ',' 
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ABCHVD AOCK IN iPBEfiHWAtBtf llAT* 

WaiiKIng to theeastwardalong tbe beach from 
j^reshwater Oate, aad passing the firsrt isolated 
lock, we have a view of the arched opening in the 
second, perforated by the dashing waves, which 
cmmot be viewed to advantage firoiti any othtftf 
point, and through which vessels may be.sten gli* 
ding along in the distance. The trouble of Walking 
a few paces oh the beach will be amply repaid by 
the renuurkable appearance of thi;5 singillar rock. 
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FHE9I1 WATER BAY AKD CXIWS* 

The scenery at tlie western extremity of the island 
is the grandest and most generally known« Though 
it idqes not possess the peculiar and distinguisfauig 
characteristics that particularly mark the south** 
eastern shore^ or back of the island^ yet of its kind 
it is highly to be admired ; and will class with the 
finest of the White Cliffs of Albion^ even rivalling 
those of Dover. The height of the fkmed cliff of 
Shakespeare may here be found equalled by a long 
extended range of perpendicular precipices; and 
the awful occupation of the bold gatherer of sam. 
pbire will yield in terrific daring to the destroyer of 
the birdsj that nestle in the crevices below these 
U^^dous brinks. Tbis western end of the idand 
was anciently styled the Isle of Freshwater,* from 
the river which here divides the island!, rising with* 
:ij^ a few hundred yards of the beach on one «ide^ 



. / • Forming oar judi^eot from {kneseot appearances, there eaa 
hi little doabt but this island was at some former period in three 
^■Iftlands ; formed by the overflowing of thfc sea from Freshwater th 
.Tarradotb, and from Bmding harttoor through the narrow gut tm 
ISiuidown Bay : the sea at this time is only prevented by artificial 
''etebv>kiDiHit9« 



and flowing out at Yarmouth on the other ; botii 
shores thence mount into the noblest range of clifis, 
till thej meet at the sharp point, "whose broken 
crags, stretching out to a distance, and rearing 
themselves in the most singuhir shapes above the 
wares, aflford that grand idisplay of scenery called 
tile Needles. 

The commencement of these views is in Predb* 
water Bay ; throughout whose whole extent to the 
Needles, and round within the narrow strait to Al- 
um Bay, towards Yarmouth,^ the entire range of 
cliffs is of the most sublime description. When 
viewed from the sea in particular, it presents an 
uninterrupted succession of grandeur. The views 
here selected, are such as' readily present themselves 
in the land tour. 

At the innermost part of this bay the clifis decline 
in height, admitting of a landing place on the 
beach that intervenes between the head of Fresh- 
water river and the sea r this is of small extent, the 
cliffs rising to the eastward for some distance, till 
they terminate the bay. From these, by the con^ 
stant washing of the tides, and the beating of con- 
tinual storms, two craggy picturesque, tQc\s Ijayp 
been left detached and insulated, whose appear- 
ance is very striking as viewed both ways^ Op 



th€ one Haki &ey farin a 6ne gtwip^ badced hy 
Su Caiberine's, Mrhich tetminateff tbe view of cicMK 
on that side. On the other, we h&eve, in the dis^ 
tance, the fine range of cftfib that rise majestically 
from Freshwater Gate^ aind teimioate onf this aider 
At the Needles. 

' Bxquifiite is the whole scenery of this bay :— 4her 
chalky cliff, in all the variety of forms ; the green 
edge of down, that lies so pleasingly on its br6w^ 
tinting witfi such pdCvi&Ea beauty the outline <^ itM 
j(»erpetidicular iddes i with the sea bbldly sweltin^ 
to its base, or dtohiog with wUd sliblimity itM 
foam,' that flies in scattered particles aloft, almost 
to its upper cavities ; from whicli tbousandsr of 
screaming seaC birds issue, borne aloft and balan«* 
cing themselves in air, at renting in thef cavities, 
darken the chalky ftdes with long rows of dittky 
plumage! The accompaniments of boats and 
fishermen in( aH their' varied circumstances and • 
. Occupations, with the -pasting shipping, and diflbr-^ 
ent appearances of the changing' seasons and vary^ 
ing weather, altogether yield a fund of subjects so 
highly picturesque, as to have rivetted the atten# 
(ion of that pufH) of nature Marlandy most of 
whose sea views were sketched about this part of 
the island. 
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ptoAlgkom AuiBfb^v «if iiq«aiic birds ivbkh fre« 
qiient ibem ; niofe parUeubily xei^iting ftbexp from 
lifoy to Augusty to deposite tbeir ^g^ fnaavgsi jOhe 
devices betwmi Ib^ sbelving ^tistta^ itt » gr«at 
height, and yet considerably beio^ the winwt 9i 
these perpendicujajr piecipioes* Ueie maAj per* 
Wis^f tbe iie^i^urbood ^MMially rJ^ tfae«: liy^ 
ifk Om t^rjfic advenlwe ^takiqg the «)ggS| nrhiab 
«» s&ttcli esteemed, wd destroying t]i^ birds, I9 
aliltain tfae feykb^n, vbich me pf tiie soft qoalMgr 
catted £id^ DoTm.i>* An iroii crow is finnlj 
driyea into the ground at the summit, and a long 
stoHt rope turned rouxid it ; the adyenturer placing 
himself astride a piece of wood, suspended by one 
end of the rope, and &stening or lowering at plea- 
sure the olhdT part of the rope, by letting it dip 
oye^ the iron, he thus descends gradually to what* 
ever :point of the precipice he wishes to explore ; 
aiul in the end ascends in the same mannier, or 19 
drawn up by his confederates; raising in the 
breast of the spectator dreadful sensations t 



* A doaen birds generaUy yield one pound weight of soft fea- 
thers, for which the merchants give eight pence ; the carcases are 
bought by the fishermen, at six pence per dozen, for the purpose 
•f baiUng their crab pots. 



Alt awful instance of-tlie dangi^ attending this 
adventoie occuned in the year 1808. An artillery 
soldier^ from aae aS the neighbouring barracks^ 
without experience, and, it should seem, without 
proper caution, attempted it alone, and is supposed 
to have neglected to fasten the rope about his 
lx)dy : however this might be, he was seen by the 
party at the signal house to fell headlong, dashing 
from one rock to another until he reached the bot- 
tom; where his mutilated remains were foundi 
aqd presented a most horrible spectacle* 
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tU&aVfAtEA CATfi-r 



Tnft inner part of Freshwater Bay, a little W 
the westwaiid of Fresbwafer Grate, where tlie 
chalky cliffs begin to rise in romantic grandeur, is 
temarkable for its cave ; which opens unoer the 
cCff, (the entrance of which may be distmctly seen 
!n the plate,) forming a miarine grotto of consider* 
able dimensions and romantic appea[rance ; wl!dch) 
Wbeii visited at the lowest tides, affords an interest* 
ing and impressive^ object to the cttrious and taste<» 
ful traveller^ 

A slight piier of 6hatk, ittoainiiig in the middle 
of the opeilin^, that hardly seekns sufficient to sap> 
port the inctimbc^ body of the rpck^ ditides th^ 
mouth of the cave into two unequal arches^ the 
prii^cipal at which is betwei^ twenty and thirty 
feet in height. Within^ the cavern spketldt to a 
small diidtance^ till it grows too low to be ex-» 
plored^ its depth ailtogeth^lr is about 120 feet^ 
The interior of the arches, overgrown with moss 
atnd ieH weed, forms a fine cohtrast to the white 
chalky cliffs outiiidej giving the fanciful id^ of the 
grotto or abode d* Neptune^ or of Thetis^^ 
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sodOiiiig; lii^cleai'^x^afBe^af lite uHrafflMmmi^ 
with its d6e]p aea-green hmbttij ' eoti<»adlJI^ Wkh HnA 
ckalkj fragmeiits' scatteted 'aroutid' the ^yernV 
iAkbn^j void hwrmaabibig irith its^ ememld hue 
triihiiiy while the cool refiethiiig drops that trickle 
from fti roof, and itn Many htimid ffooi-, giye a i^ 
Ymng freshness to th&f reHreiicty theit invites the tra- 
veller to linger till the rising tide gives Earning to 
depart. Various other smaller caverns are found 
along this range of cliff, into all which the rising 
tide makes its way with solemn and awful roar; 
while the hoarse screams of the sea birds, displaced 
by its dashing waves, and the breaking of the surf 
against the ragged base of this immense barrier, 
impart the most grand and sublime sensations to 
those who look down from the abrupt precipice^ 
or who coast along its swelling borders. This ca* 
▼em expands to a considerable width and height, 
iiaving a Hue natural vaulted roof, and an open 
arch of large span towards the sea« From the fur* 
ihest inner comer of the cave is a fine view out. 
wards through all the openings. On the one side^ 
the opposite cliffi of Freshwater Bay, with the de- 
tached insulated rocks, are seen through the lesser 
opening, on each lide of its picturesque pier. 



The ^leoter. di$pli^ t|i6 fi^e bosom pf ^a jexgHii- 
8}ve min^ the pasaqog Tastek on timx- a^une^ and . 
in l}ie distance tbe liobk sammit of St. Calberine^ft 
Hill. The floor oi the caye is a clear, pebUj . 
borch{ strewed with numerous rocky ifi|gpient» of. 
smnaEptic shaper; and, washed by eveiy ti4f?j is 
Always dripping with the briny moisturejiaiidjex* 
baUng the fresh and griiteful-qdour of the sea 
weeds tha^ line the cavity. - ,.. 



ALUM BAT AND THE HgBBLES S 

# ■ r 

.« • * 

From the RahhU Warren^ 

Before we return over the Western Down to 
Freshwater, it will be worth while to descend a 
iktle by ihd Kabbit Wantii, V) enjoy another View 
of the Needles od that sid6. ^ 

The fore ground is here fiirmed hj the pictoi'- 
esquely-furrowed cliflEB of Alum Bay, ridhly co-* 
loured by the varied tints caused by the gushing of 
its chalybeate and mineral spring. The eye (s 
here regaled by an assemblage of Yariegatied tints, 
enriching the white clifi beyond, and forming a 
beautiful contrast with them. The rligged varia- 
tions of sur&ce, the countless channels worn bjr 
the gushing waters down the farrowed sides of the 
painted clifi&, afford a scene of lingular and impreii- 
sive wildness. ♦ ^ . 
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To bave a good yiew of the Needkfiy it is propt- 
er to «ee them fr(Hn the waiter, leaking a boat at 
Fresh^rater Qate, vbere tbeite are {several which 
majr be hired) for tfie puipo^ of this interesting 
little Tpyagu, 1^ shall be amply gtatified by % 
view of ^e stupendous cliffs of Freshwateri from 
the sea; whieh^iat the distance of about a quarter 
of a mile> have a very sublime ^ct. It is along 
this i^nge of cpr that voyagers take the diversiop 
f^ sliooting marine tnids ;* which are to be seen ia 
immense inumbeispi some floatii^ in the air, while 
ptherssitin thick rows on the several shelves or 
$trata of the cliffii, Heie lupe many caverns and 
deep chasms, that seem to ent|er a great way into 
the roc^; and in many phces the issuing of 



• « Puflbw, fazori»U]8, wiUcocki, gnUs, connoranis, Conisk 
f^opgM, daw8, itafUiigB, and wfld pigeons.'* 

WvnUtj'i Histm pS 273. 



sfHriugs tanas small cascades of rippling ivaler 
down to the sea. 

We shall soaa cMcIi a We^ pf the Needles^ from 
the same point as the engraving. These singular 
rocks obtained their name from a lofty pointed 
one resembling a needle in shape, which had been 
disjointed with the others from the main land by 
the force of the waves. This was 190 feet high a* 
bove loW'Water mark ; but about forty years ago it 
fen with a tremendous crash, and totally disap- 
peared ; its base having been undermined by the 
sea. The reknaining three rocks have a number of 
sharp points on their tops, resembling the ^^ jagged 
grinders of a stupendous jaw.'' 
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FAERINGFOED HILL: 



The Seal of Ed, Rushworikf Esq. 

— .-* . ■' '" ' 

HIS elegopt newly-erected edifice^ about half a 
mile from Freshwater Gate, is the residence of Mr. 
Eush worth ; as to situation it is certainly preferable 
to his more ancient inaiisioii of Freshwater House; 
which, though spacious and convenient, and sur- 
founded with good gardens and grounds, yet may 
be Uiought to yield to the more eligible situation of 
"this new house. It is a tasteful structure, of light 
bricks, in the most cheerful of the Gothic style, 
♦placed on the declivity under the high down to- 
t wards the Signal house, and facing the whole ex- 
itentofthe island to the cEUitward. A more com- 
tnanding situation could not well be chosen : and 
immediately contiguous is the beautiful display of 
the island of Freshwater ; whose fertile and well- 
wooded lands appear as an cxtawsive domain be- 
longing to ihib house, and bounded by the river 
Yar. It is finely shelteretl from the prevailing 
south-west vYinds by the high down behind, and 
commands a view of the British Channel as well as 
the Solent Sea separating ttie island from the 



I 



66 

Hampshire coast, which fonns some very beautiful 
scenery fiom the house. The yiew of Freshwater 
Gate and Bay, wiih the whole range of coast to 
St. Catherine's, is puticidarly striking; and even 
from that distance Farringford appears a conspi- 
cuoHs^lgect. It is distant kom Y/iBil9«th about 
ihieemiles. 
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YARMOUTH* 



f^ Tfixs town receltis its name from its situation, 
standing at the mouth of the river Kir. It haa 
Xjmington on its opposite coast, and lies toward 
the western part of tlie island* It sends two m^m- 
bers to parliament^ and the ligbt of election is ia 
t!ie mayor and twelve burgesses. Here are se* 
veml streets — three good inns, the most qpiacious 
of them is near the quay. This formerly was 
the mansion of Lord Ilolmesfyrhm ^^mmc^r X]€ 
this island ; and here that nobleman ^^folertained 
Chables the Secof^d upon his "^isit to the town. 
There is a constant resort of passengers to and 
from LyiningtoiK Here is a castle, built by Hen* 
ry, the £i^^tb> the expenses of which were paid 
mt of the religion houses which this tyrannical 
monarch dissolved. The platform has about 
tivelve|^ns, whic^ command the narrow channel 
which hiere divides, Ae island from the main land. 
ITaTittouth has a weekly marJcet, a townhall, a few 
genteel houses, and a moderate number of inhabit- 
ants* The churdi is dedicated to St. James, their 
tutelary saij^t ; and in a litde ohfipel, separated^ 
from the chancel, mayifejct* ttic vault where the 
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remains of the Holmes femilj are deposited. 
Here is likewise a statue of Sir Robert Holmes^ 
who died towa]:d8 the latter end of the seventh 
9»tar7. The king has the rectory of Yarmofith 
in his gift; and k enjoys the ai^^mentation of 
Que€» Anne's bounty. The town wa« formerly 
of a much laiger size than it is at present. Indeed 
k is said that, in Qiieen EMcabeth's time, it was 4 
handsome town; havii^ in it many good licers^ 
who spent about forty pounds per annum ! Ho^ir 
diflferent this from modem times — like Goldsmitb'f 
*.ha]qpy curate; theywere then 

passing rich with/or/J^ pounds a year! 

JBut even now, owing to the constant resort of ves- 
sels which are passing to and fro through this nar- 
low part of the Solent ^ it enjoys a considerable de. 
gree of prosperity . The mouth of the river Yar 
renders it easy of access; and navigators, direct- 
ing their course this way, may visit it from the 
most distant parts of the world. The Rev. II. 
Burrard has recently built a house of considerable 
size and elegance, a little to the east of the to>\n, 
on a commanding situation. 



. MORTON Looae: ' 
•TV B^ijidmre qfCa^ain HAmmon^. 



This retreat embellishes the shore on the urest- 
em side of the river Yar, and directly faces Lym* 
ington. Though its situation is not elevated^ yet 
the whole range of the New Forest is spread be- 
fore it; and the moving view of shipping passing 
through the Needles, gives an interesting variety 
tp the scenery. Its sandy beach, where a boat 
can approach widiin a W yards of the garden, 
. piakes. it peculiarly convenient to a lover of aqua- 
tic , excursions. The whole neighbourhood is 
highly ^reeable ; , the rides throughout the extent 

of Freshwater island being aU interesting in a high 
iJegree. ■ 

: The house is in a light Gothic style; its walls 
covered with a white composition, contrasted in a 
singular manner by black pebbles, arranged in 

lines over the windows and down the sides. 

These) with its roof of dark slate, and a large 

Gothic window at the western end, give an extra- 
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ordinaiy and not unjdeasing appearance to this 
lodge. 

A beautiful garden surrounds the house^ "which 
is embellished by trees of picturesque forms, amidst 
which it stands a conspicuous object from Yar« 
mouth and the sea. 

A light park paling encloses the grounds^ 
ivhich ascend the hill behind; and in front is 
moored an elegant little pleasure yacht, mthin a 
sbme^s throw of the house. 

The neighbourhood is pleasant: two or three 
deerful cottages on the shore, and the charming 
residence of W. Mitchell, esq, called Norton Cot* 
tage, on the hill above, compose a delightful ie» 
tiremcmt. 

There is a ferry across from Yarmouth ; and 
horse boats, if required. The town and castle of 
Tarmouth, with the lofly downs in the back 
ground, appear to great advantage from Norton ; 
which, upon the whole, is well worthy the travel* 
ler^s attention before he quits that part cf the 
island. 
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4^ ' SHALFjPlCT C9XJRCH. 

' - ■ I 

This chtircli is an ancient^ and syigular stnic<- 
ture; it consists of it body^ chancel^ soath aisfe^ 
^ith a low tower of conside^ible breadth. Tbe 
north porch is of N^nl^aarohiteGtiiie ; emfaNellishT 
ed with a rude Bcujb^iu^ ^of a bishop, ypih, hi^ 
arms extended, and ^^jusf h^d^ f^ipg <hi animals 
resembling griffins* The .^wvidaMr^ were formerljr 
ornamented with pak^isd glass : tbc»aimsof Mon« 
tacuta £aTl of Salisb^ryy «nd of Isabella de Fofti* 
tibiis, Btill remain In theou 
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~ This town derives its name from the circum* 
Stance of its being i^ebiiilt after its destrdctioh by* 
the French, in the rcign of Richatd the Second. 
It is very small, reduced to about a dozen cotta- 
ges;' though it Was formerly of considerable ex« 
tent, and is deemdd to be one of the most ancienf 
places in the island . The town hall stands on an 
Eminence overlooking the harbour : in the princi^ 
pal room are oak6n chairs, curiously carved in the 
time of Queen Bess of 'prosperous memory^ It 
, has a chapel to the mother church. The haven is 
the best in the island : at high water, vessels of a 
considerable number of tons may ride with the ut- 
most safety. The town has a corpofetion of 
mayor and burgesses : but, what is somewhat re* 
markable, this body does not consist of the inha* 
bitants, but of the proprietors of certain tenures, 
which entitle them to a vote in the election of two 
members of parliament. Thus, like Old Sarum, 
it has its portion in the legislative energies of 
Great Britain. 
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I Seat of Fir John Barringion, Bart. 

Ifinest display of ric!i well-wooded comitrj, 
divenifieil lii surfiice, and mlorucd to iU utmost 
-aiviWlity by plantations on every spot which 
M seem adapted to Uit-m, that the whole Uland 
in htmt, is jwibaps the seat of Sir John Barring-. 
This fine scenery commences at Calbourii^ 
..a extends to near Carlsbrook : it is screened by 
he high ridge of downs to the south f which crois- 
middle of the island, and stretches towards 
.rtherii shore, where Gurnards and Shot' 
[Inys break the view in a picturesque marawr, 
ifu.. sea that intervenes with the New Forest 
ud, forms an agreeable finish to the picture. 
, the midst of this domain sUnds the dtgant 
roinmodious modern-built mansion. U '* 
to great advTiulage from the road, where it 
;,in<^ hap\)il} with the surrounding scenery. 
■An- ,^ 1 '.,11 ii; it shouW be viewt'd from a little 
^ wilhiu the grounds. A natbcr adva«lagc. 

%>u. i-mut is from the hiU ascendmg towards Caris, 
tK..-.\ t^here the whole extent of scenery i« at 
" played. A fine park surround* the hoiisru 



and that is again borderwl by the richest woods. 
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FERITHILL S 



Seat of Mrs* Shufe. 
Midway betwixt Newport and Ryde. 

On a commanding eminence, abore Wootloa 
bridge, ibis mansion presents its e^gant sructure, 
and embellished gmunis^ io crown a bndscape 
^hLch boasts nf a dii(play of striking beatities* 
The deep recess of tbe northern aiiore betwixt 
Cowes and Ryde, Whose banks are wooded to the 
very water's edge,, has the spacious inlet callt'' 
Fishbourne Creek ; where ^e tide flows a consid- 
erable distance up the country ; bordered on the 
eastern side by tte beautiful wood of Firestone, 
whidi extends along nearly its whole course, and 
terminates its progress towards the b^ land that 
descends from Ashey Down. In one part only, * 
where the road approaches Wootton bridge, does 
the wood for a short space disappear ; and this is 
adorned by the mansion of Kitehill, the residence 
of Major Popham, and the scattered rural habita- 
tions of the viHage beneath. Passing the long 
causeway, under which the tide makes its way, 
and on its return works the considerable mill ad-> 
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jfmiogy the remmnder of the village adorns the 
0ther bank, and the road ascends the long rise of " 
Femhill, and passes close by its loftjr tower. 
Such is the sitaation of the oppdsife neighbour^ 
, kood : the estate of Femhifl forms the other side 
of the picture ; its plan^tions bordering the road, 
its gioands sloping along the margin of the ex- 
panded sheet of water, which appears a fine lake, 
hacked bj woods and Ipfty downs. In i'his sttiia* 
lion fhe laie Lard BaUmy ' governor of the island, 
^Dected this el^ant mansion ; bat soon parted with 
it. tO' the late possessor, Samuel Shute, £sq, noi 
long deceased. During the minority of his son, 
Thomas Dean Shute, it is in the occupation of his 
widow. By the taste of this family it has been ^ 
highly embellished, and brought to its present 
state of elegance.^ 

The house is a spacious edifice, in the Gothic 
^yle, having some resemblance to a church. 
The front has an open corridor, rising to the up* 
per windows, supported by five slender pillars of 
great height. At each end are the principal 
rooms, which are sumptuously fitted up. The 
eastern end has a large Gothic church window of 
great beauty, the upper part of which lights an el- 
egant drawing room on the first floor. Behind 



liWHi a cqnase tower above the boiue^ from irlucli 
q^rings a loftj octagon tower, ^unnouftted by m 
vmall round gallery, whence is « most command* 
ing view of the island anJ opposite coast. Tbb 
tower was illuminated by Lord Bolton, as govern* 
or, on occasion of the Royal visit to Spithead, la 
1794, and was visible to a gieat distance in cyeiy 
direction The grounds rank among the finest in 
the island* The shrubbery, extending to WooU 
ton bridge, and the plantations throi^hout, aie 
flourishing and luxuriant. The Arbutus abounda 
lieie in perfectimi ; and various t^er and exotic 
l^ts are to be found thiiviDg amongst the did^ 
teied walks. 
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BfNSTEAO COTTAGE, 

WiTHiT? two miles of Ryde, a little distance 
from the N<;wport roajj near the water's edge, is 
the village of Binstcad ; dKirmingly situated, and 
surrounded by wootlsp There is something very 
"beautiful in the appearance of the common ; its 
fiurface has tliat pleasing variety that so much dis* 
tinguishes St, Boniface. A few neat cottages sur- 
round tins spot, which is capable of much im« 
provement* In the bosom of this sequestered vil- 
la^, our attention is arrested by t!ie parsonagb 
(tbe subject of the present view), which cannot 
^1 to i|iipre«s itself on the recollection , as one of 
t6e characteristic beauties of the island. It is aidi 
elegant and captivating thatched cottagCj charm- 
ingly placed on a verdant lawn, embowered a- 
inongst the jBnesr- shrubs, adorned by trees of stri# 
]dng1y picturesque formis, amidst whose pendant 
l&liage are glimpses of the water, the shipping, 
and opposite shore. The modest cottage thatch 
seems here to shelter every conifbrt and elegance* 
The lyhole scerid bad an air of sylvan beauty not 
to be i(lescribed ; but of which the view maybe 
found to cpnvi^ 8om^ idea; perhaps art would 
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find it difficult to equal it, in any other situation, 
(^t infinitely more expense and trouble than has 
ever been here bestowed. \ 

Hard by is seen, the simple church, in a like 
picturesque situation. It is one of the; smalli^ in 
the island, of considerable antiquity, and princi^ 
pally remarked for the strange figure that is con- 
spicuous over a doorway, now filled up, on the 
north side. This sculpture, called the Idc^ by die 
country people, has given rise to much &nciiul 
discussion. 

Adjoining the church yard is now added an or- 
namented cottage, of pleasing constructicHi, in- 
tended for the ® ccasional residence of the %nily of 
Fleming ; to whom this manor belongs, as part of 
a considerable estate, extending to a distance to- 
wards the interior. From the footway to Ryde 
this now afibrds a conspicuous object, in addition 
to the other fine scenery of this delightful neigh- 
bourhood. 

In the thick wood extending from Binstead to 
Fishboume Creek, and afibrding a cool walk amid 
the noon-tide heat, are the ruins of Quarr Abbey ; 
once of some importance^ of considerable extent^ 
^ud enjoying an advantageous situation. 
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' This place has risen iato consequence, of late 
years, by its communications' with i\>if4mozifA^ on 
the opposite coast. It k six ihfles acro^'^a- 
pleasing^'distance'^andin^fair'iifeather it 'is a de- 
liglitfel water excursion from the one to fhcvOther. 
Bttildingis have multiplied; heie With akenishing 
r^idity. They seem to hare arisen by some ma- 
gic or incantation ; for they meet the eye in eveiy 
direction, and their situation presents tlie inhabit- ' 
ants of them with rich and variegated prospects 
both of sea and land. The fleets at Spitheaii and 
Portsmooth are in sight, and their continual move-' 
m^its resemble the scene in a magic lantern— ever 
changing their position, and gratifying the taste of 
the beholders; whilst hill and rale, forest and 
plain, press upon the senses with a gay and care- 
less profusion ! As a bathing place, Ryde, in the' 
opinion of some, claims the preference to Cowes. 
Here are several machines for the purpose, and it 
is frequented by the nobility and gentry during' 
the season. The rides in its vicinity are roman* 
tic, and well adapted to cheer and invigorate the 
valetudinarian, who, either bending beneath* the' 



jfnmxm of age, <» bananed by the pangs of duk 
ease, wishes to ivaid off a premature dissolutien. 
Seoen shiUbigB wiUy in suilaUe weatber, or at any 
tim^ of the tide, ensiiie a vessel few Portsmoiidi. 
This . 18 a gfpafe, ooqv^nce fiwr businie^ or piea* 
suie, as its caPi,Eec]p]miAttepli^ 

^yde is ^^i^e^^int^jUpp^ and Lover. Thej 
Lower, or 014 ^iH^i k bqilt along the shocej 
duePy iaha\iited by;ppots and othi^ seafaring 
peispns. It I^» E^yeiat wooden jetties or qiiaya 
f<^ the cwvenisnoB of lairing at higl^ water, and 
of shipping goo^s and live stock, and filling water 
cas|^ for. the dripping. 

At low watei;, as the tide ebhs to a considerable 
dis^i^^e over,a,loi]^ flat (rf* soft sand, the pperatioi^ 
of Iwding from the bo^ts, which convey pi|8Ben* 
g^ as far as thf^y can from the vesseb, is per* 
fprmed in smaU carts drawn by a single horse* 
Seated :on each, sid^ of ibis machine, and driven by 
a maix wbp sjts in firont ; thus a ludicrws journey 
is pprfonped before we reach the.town. A wooden 
stage has been r^peq^y erected for t^ accommo* 
datipn of pa^ngers, whipli runs out as &r as low* 
water n^ar^ Another is i^ow prqjecj^ on a laige 
and ekgant scalp, whi^ch it is hope^ wiU li^e soon 
built. 
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About a i|ttaiter ofa mife to the nert of Ryde^ 
Loid Spencer has lately buih a house for summex 
leaidenoe. ItisspackmsandGonveiiieot; though 
we Giiiuiot but f^giet that no more ekgaiice of 
tasliB is discoveied in its front efevation, which 
at present more resembles a barn than a noUe* 
man's seat; in which we naturally expect a com*' 
iiiy^i^^liftn of ^fine Uwte and useful fitMM?mmirifttfflTTit 
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applet: 



Tlie Seat of Captain Butt. 



This charming spoi^ '^hich^ as the Tesidence of 
Dr. Walker, was so long admired for its natural 
adranfages of sitnation, is now finished in an im- 
proved djidy embelSslied with taste, and may be 
said tb rank with the first beauties of the island. 

It is distant froni Ryde about half a mile, on 
the sea shpre to ttie eastward, adjoining St. John's, 
of whose grounds it appears to occupy a portion, 
the two estates being somewhat intermingled. 

A beautiful thatched cottage, recently added on 
thia^side as a north lodge to Mr. Simeon's, ap« 
pears equally calcicdated to embellish the approach 
toAppley. 

The house, a handsome square stone building, 
' stands on a smooth lawn, elevated over a hanging 
wood towards the sea, and bordered by a i$hrub- 
b^ry ; where the fine trees, long growing in great 
luxuriance, arc lieiglilened by a flourishing plant* 
ation of evergreens, Tlie gentle declivity, and 
beautiful undu}ations of this lawn, are but seldom 
equalled. y . 
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The most agreeable pictures of Ryde, and the 
Motherbank, Spithead, Portsmouth, and St. He* 
lens, are presented through several vistas in the 
shrubbery, and over the Tvoods that extend along 
the margin of the shore. 

The principal entrance is now towards the 
East, where the oaniEige road ascends from the 
shore, meeting the principal avenue that descends 
past St. John's, through the centre of the fioe 
grounds above it. ; 

To the South, the ornamented front has a bow- 
ed centre opening to the garden, which in a small 
compass is singularly beautiful. An undulating 
lawn, bordered and interspersed with the fine ever« 
greens, and other foliage budded with flowers, is, 
terminated by lofty firs, mingled with bay trees of 
ccNiisideTable height. A fine wood rising behind 
confines the prospect, and, gives the most seques- 
tered appearance to this calm retreat. 

The axbutus, that most beautiful of shrubs, b, 
here abundant, and flourishes to great perfection; 
one in particular, on the lawn behind, is remarked 
for its magnitude and beauty. 
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ST. John's i 



Seal qf Edward Sim§&H,E8f. 

Tam4eli^^U^ieBiienco iaataated in ike mu 
mediate Yk^y. of Ryde; Id wliicb place it a£» 
fords at oace the gvealest omamient and mostti* 
greeable advantages. The house was originally- 
built by Colonel Amherst, uncle to the present? 
Lord Amherst ; and was afterwards iidiabitcd by f 
Sir Archibald Macdonald^ Lord Chief Baroa of : 
the Exchequer, It stands on an elevated part of 
the extensive grounds, and is rather conTcnieut 
tlian spacious. An unequalled prospect of Spit- 
head and Portsmoutli appears in front^ with fine 
scenery on either side to a great distance. The 
grounds are of considerable extent ^ bordered by a 
pleasant shrubbery walkj commanding fine views» 
These grounds commence within half a mile of 
Kjde, extendihg from the Brading and St. Hcflen'S 
road, which borders them for half a mile farther 
to the sea shore adjoining Appley. Here com- 
mences the great beauty of this estate, the fine 
wood which extends along the shore for a consid^ 
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eniMe distance^ numiiig parallel mth the road 
above; excef^t that it takes rather a semicircular 
sweep ; the coast hare forming a finie bay, which is 
&st improving bjr an accumulation of sand, all 
that has yet, been wanting to render this situation a 
rival t9 the Priory. The walks through this 
wood haye been lately arranged with taste, under 
the superintendance of Mr. Repton. 

TJbds view of St. John's is taken from the com-^ 
menceme^t of the slope towards Ryde ; where the 
shrubbery ascends from the cottage lodge. The 
ho.use is well adapted to the prospect; spreadmg 
itjs front towards the sea, whence it appears more 
coDsidefrable than it really is. Under the slope of 
the gtoundS) which have much the appearance of 
a park, appear the woods, in front of which stands 
the Marina* Across the road which passes near 
the house are excellent gardens, hot houses, &c ; 
and the adjoining fiirm is situated wheie the road 
turns off to finding* 
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THE MARINA, ST. JOHN's* 

In the centre of the walk that meanders through 
the hanging wood, bordering the shore, is the 
pietty Gothic or Moorish castle, called the Jlfa- 
Ttva. From Jls upper apartment, aiid the turret 
above, is a yiew,, so naaras to be quite distinct, of 
Portsmouth, Gosport, and Spithead ; while, from 
the sea, this building affords an object that draws 
the attention to jthis shore, and embellishes the fine ^ 
inland scenery gf the nei^bourhood. This, with 
the contiguous mansion of Appley, and Mr. 
Simeon's house* aboVe, give together a rich and 
caplivatmg picture, when viewed from a little dis^ 
'{. tajice on the water. 
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LODGE^ OR COTTAGE ENTRANCE TO ST. JOHN's : 

FfQm a Sketch b^ J, Bonham^ EsQm 

If to gratify the piibUc taste, and form a &* 
vourite subject of recollection, be a. criterion of any 
stfperioT excellence or beauty, tUb subject has 
particular claims to notice 5 for fdTJTareso familiar 
to the remembrance and conversatttMi of the tourists 
as this sinnply elegant approach to Mr. Siineon^s 
grounds ; at the commencement of which, on the 
road from Ryde to Brading and Sti Hejhis, Ihesie^ 
cottages form a lodge of a new and singular deBcrip- 
tion. The tasle of Mr* Repion fias h^re been 
most conspicuous; giving to this estate an ofna- 

ft hey^^ifiM a more laixmred and costly eiii- 
woup|lmye conferred^ and thus furnishing an 
iplitiontfj^lSk^i^ation to the numerous annual 




ad, whose, amusement and conve- 
nience it appears to be the liberal wish of Mr. 
Simeon to promote. 

Within a handsome railing and gateway tbe 
avenue commencesj between two charming cottages 
of stone I whose tliatch is disposed in a pleasing 
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manner, and in front thrown forward over a rustie 
porch y formed by natural tranks of trees. The jes- 
samine and rose entwine around the windows, in- 
termixed with the clematis or virgin's bower, a 
species ot creeper, that rises round the rustic pil- 
laft of the pcNTcb, and is disposed beautifidly 
dboYe. Its deep glossy leaves, with its fine ivhite 
rad pnrple flowers, fonn B,:Mkjmg contrast with 
^ thatch ; ovar the risiog part of >^bi^ it ap» 
petiip cardesfily tfavowni and hangs oyer it with a 
grace that giyes a dhaxmiiig Infect, . 

The tiees within foim a fine back groand, wheii^ 
tile Mid is Aden to pxoceed ataidsfr the riphfdit £riir 
age: it so6n winds 'round bdii|idtfie collages, and^ 
in a serpentine course, aso^ds the bill towards tbp 
bouse, bordered bjr a flourishing pJaAtation, and 
affordfaig a suceessioA of aj^eeabl(B i^id. viurying 
prospects. 

The interior of these cottages is not unworthy of 
remark. They are so disposed as to contain, in tb^ 
SBEUsU space of about 18 feet sgnaie, atittiiig roomL 
and bed room, with a pantry ; the one afibrding 
» comfortable residence for the cottager who at* 
lends the gale ; the other an occasional retreat fiv 
eompaiiy, whele a few books, somp neat suiti^le 



fumitare, and ihe pleasing noveltj^^ the sitoatioii, 
must give a chann that a fiistidions taite can hardly 
£ul to allow. 

The porch 4;ontains rustic seats^ dnd may be said 
to afibrd an additional and agreeable apartment 

The whole scene is sequestered ; though from a 
&w paces distant is a view rf Ihe lOfpei part of 
Rjrde, on Ih^ nei^bMr iog hSL 



THE l^RIORY: 

Sea^ tf Sit J\raBh Grose^ JTxI.. 

A Judge of the Court of King's Beach. . 

' Thb sitaaticm of the Prior j, in some respec 
scarcely to be equalled, perhaps in no instance i 
{Missed, throu^out the island. We need not ^ 
der at ito having been the scite of an ancient pr 
of monks, who generally selected the finest 
tions. To the farm which sncceeded the suppress' 
aion of the cd^ious order, Sir Nash Grose las 
added "the embeUishment of the present mansion ; 
an el^nt p9e of freestone, with bow windows to 
ttke finest prospects. From the commanding eleva- 
tion of the house ^tericls a lawn, gently sloping in 
the direction of the coa8t,.eDriched by a shrubbery 
of Ittxnriant groin^, and various scattered groups 
of majeistic trees. In frf nt, the long extent of bold 
rocky banks, thal^boider the wide spreading bay, 
are thickly covered with tre^, brushwood, and 
evergreen foliage, that fringe its whole extent, 
rising to .th^ foot of the lawn above. Through 
tibese shades are winding walks, from one extremity 
to the other; each iJdint, and the intermediate so* 
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lected situations, supplied wifli suitable seats lor 
the enjoyment, through tirdl-contrived vistas, of a 
prospect that boasts of peculiar beauties. The 
£ne sandy bay that adonis this neighbourhood^ 
seems appropriated to the domain. Hie Watch* 
House Point doses the scene towards St. Helens, 
while it oyeilooks a new scene rf beauty; unfold* 
!ng the charming picture of Brading Harbour, with 
the opposite downs of BenAridge, that crown Cub 
ver Cliffi, and the projecting foreland of Seta- 
bridge, the eastern extremity of the island. 

All passage seems here denied on this side, and 
the feet and eyes are alike confined to llie ci]tm|(^ 
of the bay, apparently terminated by another bold 
rocky point, whose projecting fragments are scat- 
tered to some dbtance on the sand ; whefe they lie 
in picturesque masses that seemingly close the 
bay, while the point above terminates the charm* 
ing walks, and ends the domain on this side. But 
hence the fine sands continue, and another semicir- 
cular sweep of almost similar beauty, but less ex- 
tent, adorns the pleasant villa of Seagrove. 

The scenery is finally closed towards Nettle- 
stone, by the abrupt rocky projection of Old Fort. 
Here enormous fragments of rock, extending from 

the point of land, give a romantic appearance to 
6 
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this .extremity. The increasing, village of Sea« 
yiew^ which contains some good lodging houses, 
tmd the handsome summer residence of James 
Kirkpatricky Esq, which is situated a little to the 
westward, still further enrich the prospect. 

The calm and cheerful beauty of this enchant- 
ing bay is almost beyond description, At the 
lowest ebb only the dazsding stlyery sand is to be 
seen; over which wave on wave of the clearest 
nzuie gently advances, or breaks in purest foam 
upon the bright concave floor, till it graduaUy 
icaches the tufted banks ; when the flood at high 
.tide laves the roots of the woods that fringe the 
nungin, reflecting their green heads in its pellucid 
bosom; or, agitated by casual gales, its waves 
-break against the trunks of the lower trees, and 
dash their boiling surges over their yielding 
.branches with a pleasing impetuosity ! 
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^This pleasant village, where the iaterestiug 
of the soutliern tour commences, is eight miles 
an half from Kewport, at the eastern base of 
tejCathcrine's Hill, from whose summit it is dis- 
tm about a mile. 

*^ Instead of being placed on the shore, as might 
expected from its appellation of Crab Niton, it 
lly stands on a most elevated situation; having 
descent of half a mile, through a break in the 
of cliff, to the stoiall cove of Puckast^r, 
^lere its fishing boats are kept oh the shore be- 

; ^!l%4^louses of Niton aje sufficiently numerous 
ftwo streets : they are roughly built of the 
i^6>ae. and' are all thatched, with the ex- 
oepiion of the paisonage, an excellent house, lately 
Ijftilt by the present rector, the Rev, J. Barwis. 

Here h a decent village inn, affording as good 
accommodations for small iKirties, us can reasona* 
bly be expected in so remote a situattoUp 

The neiit and venerable church, one of the oldest 
iu the island J s^tands at the extr^<y of the villagre. 
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tov^ards St Catherine's, on whose summit, in the 
distance, appears tlie sea mark* 

In the church yaid^ close to the adjoining fiirm, 
are the elevated steps of an ancient cross, supposed 
to have been used (os the ceremonj of baptism. 

A small portion of stained glass remains in the 
eastern window, over which is a small stone cross^ 
still entiie. In the fore ground appeals the stftana 
of clear water that flows over a grairellj bed BJng 
tbestreet ; within a mile it turns two mills, and^ in- 
a«iaing in ita progress through the vde of New^ 
church, falls into Brading Harbour* 

Trees of fiill growth are numerous throuf^out 
the villagai notwithstanding its high situatioaf a 
strong pioof of the richness of the soiL 
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BC^Ot COTTAGE ; 

■ ?• "'fOR THE 

RING HOTEL, NEAR NITON* 



^^ibe grand ^^ beaktifta tcenery tf 

trestem fetminatidn is cbaradei^ 

{f&tta^ip bi^iaties of Niton and 

knoWiii^baa tbe- former, \m% per** 



The coincidence between tfies6 1^6 oj^osile ter* 
minaUoos of the Undercliff isstrHLii^« Each has 
its promontory and high dxmnsi Bonchurch at 
the one end^ and St, Catherine's at the. other* 
Each has its landslip, both worthy t^ be exam- 
ined ; where sylvan beauty b t# be found, inters 
spersed amid the wildest scenes of rocky devastta* 
Hon: and in the bosom of each landslip are found 
chalybeate springs, denotmg ^ :tommi|ttttits of 
jniiierals amongst the cavities of fli(i8e ir3dfy io«> 



mantle regions. 




lo^^, the Migect dP this pledie^ tatdy 

ai^ belonging to John Boidhaffln^ £^ 

<on account of Da cmtiguiTf t^ fys Sandi- 
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rock Spring) selected and purchased bjr Mr. Gull 
of Newport, for the purpose of an hotel. By this 
means the public will have the advantage of using 
the water as near as practicable to the fountain 
head. 

This house is most happily placed to afford the 
f0joyflient of the boldest Undercliff prospects, and 
an extent of marine view, not to be surpiassed, a« 
long the whole range of this singular tract of land. 
It staods beyond the new marine villa, built by 
Mrs, Fawkener, but now possessed by ^— ? Hoi-* 
ford, Esq, called Westcliff House ; anid it is shel- 
tered under St. Catherine's cliffs, towards, the 
great Landslip, overlooking the pleasing farms of 
Buddie ^nd Knowles ; which are^ hidden baieath 
the sloping declivity of its lawn in front. 

The house commt^ids a delightful sea prospect, 
on three sides ; and, as it faces the most southern 
angle of the island, which projects into the chan- 
nel, it is singularly adapted for the enjoyment of 
the pur^ sea breeze. This is the nearest habita-s 
tion to the Sandrock Spring ; and, from the sea, it 
affords a pleasing object to the sight, as the first of 
that series of rural habitations ahd marine villas, 
that appear on rounding the promontory of St* 
Catherine's from Chale bay. 
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THE SANDBOCK SPRING. 

This Spring is situated on the east side of 
Biackgang Chine, about two miles from Niton. 
Leaving that village, we proceed southward, a« 
long the same road which leads to Undercliff; 
but, instead of turning to the left below the bar- 
racks, we must continue the road which leads to^ 
wards the sea, till we shortly turn to the right 
hand^ and continue our course across the Landslip 
to Biackgang Chine. There is no carriage road 
at present over this uneven ground, nor even a foot 
path : the Spring is therefore difficult of access. 
'^ Thb sequestered spot, (says Dr. Lempriere,) is 
immediately surrounded by a tract ofland, pos-^ 
sessing none of those features of scenery which owe' 
their character to cultivation and local improve- 
ments. All here is nature in her wildest and most 
sim^de attire; where broken rocks covered by a 
sbanty vegetation, bold and rugged clifis, and 
precipices bounded apparently by the sea, irresist- 
ably, for the moment, divert the attention from the 
enlivened, but more distant, prospect which opens 
to the west; where the high cliffs of Freshwater 
form objects of peculiar interest." 
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The Spring is nearly five hundfed feet from the 
shore, and about one hundred feet above the level 
of the sea* It was discovered by Mr. Water- 
worth, a surgem in Newport, in the year 1808. 
To this gentleman th^ public js indebted, for a dis^. 
covery which prombes personal remuneration and- 
great public utility. The water is received into a 
basin excavated in the rock, and covered over by 
a small building raised for the purpose. 

The Sandrock Spring is a remarkably powerful 
q^uminom chaljfbeate. . The water has been ana- 
lysed by the eminent Dr. Marcet; who has pub- 
lisl^ed a full account of his interesting, experi- 
ments, in the first volume of the Geological Trans*, 
actions. He Qonchides by saying, << I am not ac« 
quainted with a^y chalybeate or aluminous spring 
in the chemical history of universal waters,, which 
can be compared, in regard to strength, with 
this. No doubt therefore can be entertained that 
tikis water will be found to possess, iu; a very 
eminent degree, the m^edical properties which are 
known to belong to the saline substances it <xm-> 
tains.'' 

The facts related by Dr. Lempriere,, one of the . 
jdiysicians of the barracks, in a well-written Jijeport^ 
of the success he had in administering thi&medi-. 



cine in the hospital, fully establish the truth of 
Dr. Marcet's statement. It is a powerful tonic, 
and promises to become a valuable acquisition to 
this descripticm of medicines. ^^ The complaints, 
then, (says Dr. Lempriere,) which this powerful 
lemedy is calculated to relieve, are evidently all 
those which depend upon a cachectic habit, or 
which are connected with constitutional debility ; 
but more particularly dyspepsia, or, as it is fa- 
miliarly termed, a stomach complaint ; scrofulous 
diseases, when not blended with pulmonary affec- 
tions, or accompanied with hectic symptoms; 
passive haemorrhages of every kind ; chlorosis ; 
lencorr^ea ; general anasarca; constitutional weak-^ 
nesses, inddced by other diseases, or derived from 
a hereditary cause ; and all those nervous com- 
plaints, BB ti2ey are usually denominated, depend- 
ing upon a delicacy of constitution, and which are 
only to be removed by improving the general 
health." 

It is propo^ to make a good road to the 
Sipring, from Niton, and to erect some lodging 
houses in its romantic neighbourhood. . It will not 
be long, we- trui^t, before these projects are qarriec^ 
into full effect. 
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UNDERCLIFF. 

\ 

In this vii^w, ^hich is taken near Mirables, an 
attempt is made to give an idea of the enchanting 
scenery of the Undercliff ; so often enthusiastically 
described, and which can rarely fail to justify the 
ntost favourable description. This district alone 
i¥ould reward a visit to the island ; and it is diffi- 
cult to form an adequate idea of the nature of its 
appearance, as well as of the beauties it presents. 
The best general knowledge of it might perhaps be 
gainetl, il" llic travel lers can undertake a short walk 
from Nitoijj across the fields, to Cripple Path. 
WliUo enjoying a fipe view of the expanse of the 
Brili&h Channel, llicy will gradually approach the 
apparent termination of their walk^ seemingly 
bountlrcl by tlic edge of the cliiBf^ and expect natu« 
rally to look down upon the waves that should 
wash its bast*:— -not so; they will abruptly disco- 
Tcr a new sctiic of vegetation coh^laqng of many fa- 
thoms beloAVj and slurting the foot of the shelving 
rock with a rich bordering of land^ half a mile tn| 
breadth. Tbrougli thft lies the carriage road to I 
SleephiU and Bgiichurc^i^^ '^extent of five mil<? 
lepletc with beauties. a 
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The mid bmt safe decliyity of Crippfe Patfi 
Hiajr beie. be descended^ and the carriages and. 
horses may .meet the troyellers below. 
• When a little farther on they will find the sub- 
ject of the annexed yiew, and will look up with 
some astonishment at the precipice which they 
(utve brayed. 

^ As this will ^ not meet the approbation of eyery 
trayeller, a good road, descending past the bar- 
rack, through ^ break in the range of cliff that ex- 
tends from St. Catherine's to Dunnosc, will con-^ 
duct, with less difficulty, to the same spot. On 
the right hand, at the bottom of the hill, stands 
Westcliff House: and near Cripple Path is Beau« 
champ Cottage, which was lately purchased hy- 
Michael Hoy, Esq, and Orchard Cottage, lately 
built by James Mackenzie, Esq ; both of which 
Ate tastefully designed, and add fresh ornaments to 
this charmii^ district. 

Passing Cripple, at the first turning of the road, 
this yiew presents itself: a beautiful specimen of 
the general features of their district. This ap- 
pearance is generally described as owing. to some. 
^^ convulsion, that has burst asunder the solid rock 
Ibr fiye miles; and the separated mass seems io 
have rushed forward in scattered fragments to- 



ymtHs Ae wulJ^ This kind of oommlsloa n»)r^ it 
1* conoeiTed, be acooimted fer cm the priacipkv 
already suggested ih our Introdaelorj Accomit 
of tbe ifilaod, uadcar thr bettl of Natmal His. 

Tke dasbiiig of Ae waTed^ far this open pait «f 
tbe channel, gradually undennuung tbe range $i 
dkUSf mhoie we^ht became ovtr piedminaaf a» 
boTe, and the iwiiiefoiis springs iit the upper hud 
oomsig through^ in this directmii^ aided by Ite 
powerfti) openUkMi of baid fio£la and loddefi 
thftws^ the whde, al: diffiieat pedods, tumbled in 
tvemoidoiii ruins; spieadiiig, in ila ftfl^ as a» 
lower surface of good lattd, interBpcmed with endvm 
mom masses of the rock ; in time it invited the * 
{doughy and gradudly reachedJliepiti^kof cnlii» 
vation it BOW exhibits. 

<< The majestic perfiendicaahr, which has kept 
its station/' is aptly compared ta an immense 
wall; whose singular ii4)|)ean»ce 18 already so sq)** 
propriately described^ as wiU be feuml kt tite com^ 
pamon^ that we f<Mrbear to attempt it in any other 
laq^uage. 

This tocky wall s^ coutiaiies crumbling and 
ftllia^ in various pboes^ in a way that afpjpeva^ 
sunilar to what we have wpposed;. diough )u>w 



^vBntiiig the additioaal opemtfon of the "ivaves^ at 
this period 90 &r lemovedy "iiire are not to suppose 
that this eflfect vnR continue to prerail much 
longer, or to any serious extent. 

The whole ground of this romantic region is in* 
terq[)ersed "iiirith rocky fragments, overgrown, like 
tteir ptrent ciiib, with noss and ivy. A variety 
^tnees; U^e mk| lite ash, the holly, and others of 
Ae e ye igieen tribe, diver^fy the soene ; and w3d 
ftMvetB, in pR»fttsion, impart a fragrance to the 
faedgei and knes ; while corn fiehls occupy ev^y 
|eTet«p0t, where there is cofficient soil amongst the 
jpcksibi tiie purposss of tillage* 
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* J, ' / MiRABIfBS: 



The ^illa qf Mrs, Arnold. 



The general apii€arance of many pattt of tfe 
Undercliff land has been well compared to the 
*^ clumps in pleasure grounds,'* Nature having 
thus invited her admirers, and prepared the abodb 
of taste, we need not be surprised at the beauties 
now exhibited ; but must rather be astonidied that 
tliey are not enjoyed by greater, nurribers of resi- 
dents, in a situation where so little of embellish- 
ment remains to be effected by labour and expense, 
and so little is required of art. 

Of tills descriptioQ is the charming spot thai 
boasts the subject of this view. 

In the state above described, it was selected, not 
many years since, by the late George Arnold, Esq, 
of Ashby Lodge, Northamptonshire, andgradu- 
Hlly brought to its present perfection— -a delicious 
retreat, embcUisbed with every indication of real 
tasle^ that, in preference to a stately mansi(Hi, c<m- 
tiuucs the favoured residence of the widow and 
sons of the late possessor. 
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The house is simply in the cottage style; and, 
having been enlarged at different periods, has a 
ifildly irregular appearance, that is not unpleas- 
ing. It has one apartment of a superior descrip- 
tion, that is adorned by some capital pictures. 
This <^ns to a lawn gently declining to the 
sfaore^ where are convenient boat houses. This 
lawn is surrounded by a shrubbery, intersected by 
serpentine walks, enriched by a profuse display of 
flagrant flowers, and cooled by a crystal stream of 
ever.running water. 

The pleasure grounds altogether are but of smaH 
compass, but so contrived as to appear of con- 
aderable extent. The walks under the cliffs, in 
particular, are wildly romantic, and in some places 
awfuHy pleasing. A small flower garden, of 
curious arrangemeiit, yields a singular display of 
sweetness and beauty t and a neat dairy, with the 
pellucid stream running across its floor, cannot 
faQ, from its simplicity and suitable construction^ 
to excite agreeidde sensations. 



MARINE VILLA^ 
Of the Hon. C A* Pefkam. 

tv the deep recess 0f tte Tiflage of %i^ lam^ 
resce^ between the road aad apIeasaMt Bandy cow^ 
bounded by white clifis, and defeoded by « ttnaH 
beXiery of brass canaon^ oa a ^v^idaat lawfi^ eiM* 
bowered in delightful shades, stands Ibis lorely 
Marine Villa. This was latterly Ibe fiivourite 
dbode of its recent owner. Sir Richard Wotdey ; 
a iretirement allte of elegance and comfottj totally 
aeqpeslered^ yet ikh in ererj (xmaaiait of nature 
and art* 

The yinejards, so mndi 6polien of, are now no 
longer cultivated ; except a (^ I^Yaees under tile 
slope of the lawn, where the vims aipe kept in good 
order. 

ihe model of the Temple of Nepm^ at Co»^ 
rfnth, contains an orangery and conservatory ; and 
the pavilion below the lawn is fitted up in a capti* 
Tating style of tlie purest modern taste, as a ban* 
quelting room, or saloon. 

The following" inscriptioosj <m the walls of ^the 
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villa^ are appropriate to this scene of calm retir e<* 
ment: — 



«« And thif our life, exempt from public haunt. 
Finds tongufti in trees ; hooks i^ t^f running brook ^ 
Sermons in stone— <uid |^ood in every thing." 

SHAKESPBAaE* Am You Like lU 
' * • * ■ •' 

!« l^rfa^Q ,^e tawdry .ti^fid <?f the great j 
The peaceful cottage beckons a retreat, 
IK^re true content each solid comfort brings— ' 
?o Mm» [Wlkx»yD, Wd fa^op^itoi ,of kings I" 

Hoi^. Epo^^ ** Fujge magna." 



H 



98 



STEEPHILt: 

CMtage ruht qf the Earl of D^uH* 

<^W^ ^ A MILE from St, Lawrence, and nearly thrf same 

r from Ventnor, amid scenery glowing with the pe- 

culiar features of the Undercliff^ is the village of 

i Steephill \ whose situation is of itself exquisite, yet 

% still more adorned by the beautiful cottage of Lord 

Dysart, Ttm has so long been celebrated as pre« 
eminently the Cottage at the Back of the Island, . 
that the traveller is now agreeably surprised at 
meeting several others, equal perhiq^is in beauty, 
though thb still continues unrivalled in situation. 
It was originally built by the Right Hoiu Hans 

i Stanley, when governor of the island, (between tli» \ 

I years 1770 and 1780), 

f We ate here gratified with the triie cottage style, 

in its captivating simplicity. Its neat white walls, \ 
covered with modest thatch, contain smie comfort* 
able apartments^ well furnished, and adcnmed with 

i several good pictures'— sea pieces by Yaadevelde; 

f several of the neighbouring scenes by Ibbotson, as 

k rtt^?/ * ^^^ ^^ s^™^ performances by the noUe proprietor. 
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The style of die attic bed chambers is particularly 
veil adapted; containing fixed bed places, ar- 
langed round the skylight m the roof^ similarly to 
a ship's cabin* The principal room has a bow 
window, covered with thatch, that projects upon a 
lawn that stretches towards St. Lawrence; over 
whose village there is a pleasing view to the tuiii 
of the cliff, beyond the church. 

Here, at the door of the saloon, a bubbUng crys*- 
tal spring replenishes a capacious hollowed stone, 
carved as a scollop shell, giving a delicious cool* 
'ness to the apartment and the surrounding lawn. 

To the 1^, over the village of Sfeephill, is the 
fine expanse of ocean. Above, on the right, rises 
the garden; cm a broad terrace, sheltered by the 
Tocky rampart, amongst whose detached fragments 
are some romantic seats, and a pleasing hermitage 
lined with moss. Other springs, alike cool aud 
pellucid, adorn and refresh the difierent walks, and 
form beautiful cascades. Under the level of the 
lawn is the building which was formerly the inn : 
to this an approach is made by the upper story, 
that has a whimsical efiect^ Here is an uncom- 
monly fine standard fig tree; which spreads so lux- 
uriantly, as to afibrd shelter to a large party, and 
It is weU suited to this situation. 



Paasing the sbf^y AY^^e^ ^od m$ticMtewW| 
to the s1^ep.aspepdiQ|^ road, an uml^n^Ous |iralk 
conflucts to the sea^oa the pppositf hill, tpwards 
the sea, yhence Ijie yiew is t9iken. . Its object is 
rather tp give a gepera} i()^a pf tl^e situation^ than 
a detail of an^p' particular be^uti^^ of i^hiph thefe 
are so jpaify here happily combined.. 

Leaying this seat bj am ea^j ^escenf, thpCBLrppk 
m the opposifce rock, that pyerluu)^ the 8ea|and 
the waterfall of the sweet collected sprii^ frpip 
above, that all precipitate at last upon the^beach. 
are the objects that clq;se the delights (^ this faypui- 
ed situation. 
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. bokiface: 



4k A.^ 



qfthehieLiatienmt-CQlonetBHL ;; 

ji^ftviko Te^tnoFj tlic i^^wmds tliroiiglrithk. 
^de^omted gmuhd* of St, Boniface, past the beaHfiv 
fol villa of the late Lkutenaot-Colonel HiU; whidi; 
displnjs, to great advantage, tlie taste qF the ]hii^. 
Colonel Hill and lils hidj^ who first embelli.shed it. 
The hoiisej Tvhich stands pleasantly slieltered under 
the lofty hill, and finely relieved and adorned by 
tif^ trees and shrubs, has all tbe simplicity of 
plottage style, wkh every comfiMrt as a dwelling. 
i^Jias some good apartments: one of which con- 
|^n%^a i^pital picture by Salvator Rosa ; Fortune 
^I^Qi^g her favours; and a Holy Family by 
Sasso Ferrati^ which is greatly admired, 
^■iBehind the house, the gardens rise in terraces to 
5<^|^base of St. Roniface Down, that impends 
asflly over this spot. I n an adjoining paddock 
! findvan inscription to the memory of a faithful 
tfw^tf a favourite horse^ whose services in carry* 
^^Jfais master, daring a long course of travels, 
J here gratefully recorded. 



lot 

The view gmi the beautiful ceuTse'of the road, 
thiough the gromids that cbaimiiigly undulAte in 
fiooL The seat is on a picturesque eminence^ 
vbcQoe is a commanding sea view. Over the rich 
f d&ge where the road descends we haye the finest 
of the island sceneiy, which continties. to Bon- 
cbiirdi'; the mountain. foim. of the 'down abo^e^ 
whose base iflw^ed. by the little lake; and, be- 
ytaid :iUB, Mr. Hadfidd's siogukur locky w)uiA 
dases tbe pmqpect^y 
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TBKTKOK GOTB. 



In tihe neighbmurhood dTSt. Bonifiioe, the cap* 
tivatiiig coast soeoay of this ooye> or bay, rivals 
perhaps any otiher part of the rocky sh<»e (^tbp 
idand. The Freshwater and Gulyer Clifis are 
grander; but this possesses so much beauty, joined 
to muck of die lomantic, as baldly to dispute with 
them the chim to 8uperi(N: interest. The traveller, 
who fears not a little &tigue, ought to walk oyer 
tbe hill beyond the seat above Steephill, the point 
of the last view, following the footpath along tha 
steep ridge, and thence descending to the beach. 

The usual way is, however, to d^sceiid by the 
mill of Yentnor, directly to the Cove. .. The ler» 
mination of the bay on this side woidd fcmi a 
charming view; being an arched rock, os laAer 
poforation, where the chalky soil has been wash- 
ed away fix>m between the hard rooks^ leaving them 
as if they had been erected intoa huge romantic 
arch. Hence, not only this Cove, but the whole 
extent of coast beyond Steephill and St. Law- 
rence^ aflfords a range of interesting outUoe; 
while, in the forqpround, the mill- and naterfall, 
with the range of fishermen's huta upon the shore^ 
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and Che hntj scene of boats, some hauled upon tlie 
beach, some putting off to sea, dnd others on their 
return, altogether form a lively and gratifying pic- 
tiire. 

Abov^e thd mm,' inH ihi^tef^ ^SSk the d^- 
clivity, where the road db^^nfiS ftbifi Aj^puldiJr- 
combe, is a neat cottage, yvbifse psiAdott skirts th6 
Steephill rodd. Thi^ ba^ lately been refitted^ af- 
ter an accidehtal fire, by iti Ikie owhety hkijr 
Frances ToOemache, sister to LoM i)y8att, ttoi 
receniiy deceased. 

Near tbis, in a stHking sttuatloii, tBe ^e^ Inn', 
latel;^ estsiblished abbve Yerittibr, in lien of ihai 
formerly at Steephill, iEifibrds gbod occommoda- 
tioDS in this oentiicil situatioii ; i(rhenbe the tiavel. 
toi toay vitfit, lirith convenienbe^ everjr jMrt of thb 
hetok of the isfond. iiht sea View, from its win- 
dows .mid gaid^^ is v^iy fine, ^tety eottage, 
indeed, in this retired tiUa^^ possiisski peculiar 
beauties bf sitiiatiifa^ 
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BOI^CHUBCII VILLAGE J ^ 

Taken fr^in Mr. ffaHJtem i#>ofr-fl^, '*<.*^ 

Having parsed tLe cottage of St, Bbaifdce, the 

road proceeds into a quiet and sctjuesifered delt Iti 

wliiding descent is attended by a hiumiliriii^ brook, 

Which, at its length spreading bj the tdlid fiidt, as 

feucti as it k allowed bj the stfeep baSfe bttti^ iiii- 

" pending moulitaiTij (for here the down of SL Bont^ 

fi^ce assumes that character,) forms a chathiin^ 

f lake at the foot of the nearly per^ndieukr decU- 

^TTity, bordered by the winding road, overarched bf 

luxuriant tr^^es. The glimpses Of the lake and 

*^ mountain, through this foliage, afford some of the 

finest pictures in all this enchantbg scenery. The 

f road is confined to the border of the lake by a steep 

I ridge of hill, that continues through Bonchurch 

i village, rising above the intervening land that 

I spreads l>eyond it !o die shore. This hill ienninates 

I towards the church ; wliich it overlooks by a huge 

5 fragment of rock of singular form^ where Mr, 

i^ Hadficld, proprietor of the adjacent beautiful cot* 

It^itage, has placed a battery and flagstaff. Hence 

I the subject of this view displays itself, affording 
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the very diiiiax<tfaUthuwoiideiful<Boeiieiy. To 
proceed gradually to this point, enjoying each ob^ 
ject in the fine succession of beauties, is the advan- 
tage of commencing with the other .end of the 
UndercUff, as no other part would afford equal 
pleasure. But, as a distinct scene, the greatest ef- 
fect is to be produced by approaching from 
Shanklin ; when, on a turn of the road descending, 
the hill, by the precipice called Bonchurch Shute^^ 
llie whole blaze of wonders bursts at once upon 
the sight, and all appears a scene of Fairy Land 
beneatli. . Yet the mind somewhat recoils at the 
approach by such an abrupt and seemingly im- 
practicable descent, menaced by the chaos of rocky 
masses' that stand countlessly dispersed and sus- 
pended midway from the impending summit ! 

At our feet are the ferm and church, the pretty 
whimsical cottages of Mr. and Mrs. Hill, and 
the singuliurly. neat .line of rustic habitations that 
compose the village of Bonchurch, overlooked by 
the embellished residence of Mr. Hadfield, whose 
plantations, crown every tempting fragment of the 
wild rocky m|ze above. The largest and most 
angular of them all, in front across the road, is 
singularly marked by its mimic guise of defence 
from the sea, its batteiy and standai^d. 
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8HANKLIN CHIHE^ 



\ ^ Or the famed beauties of this island^ amid the 
fattractioDS that draw the visiter of taste^ and form 
^tiie subject of pleasing recollection^ ShanUin 
^ Chine racks deservedly in the highest class, 
^Whether it be visited independently of any other 
[successiofi of objects, or made a part of tbe en- 
ichaotuig Southern Tour^ it must be equally no-' 
\ liced with the highest feelings of delight. 

It may not be disagreeable to the reatler to in* 

iroduce him to this Chine with a short account of 

the road hither from Bonchurch : leaving the 

magic scene, the road winds oyer the steep ascent 

impending over the promontory of Dunnose, but 

stiU seems only to skirt the foot of the mouutaiii * - 

eminence of Wroxall, and Shanklin Downs^ ' 

; Having attained the heights above Luceombet 

i(whosc chine is an inferior specimen of the nature 

i of that of Shanklinj) a new scene of extent anc| 

jbeauiy is displayed : the deep expanse of shore 

jfrom Dutmose to the extremity of the Culver 

< ClifiS| Lnccombe and Shanklin Chines^ and the 

^ whole sweep of Sandown Bay, bounded by the 

i chalky rampart of the Culvers. Beyond is seen 

the coast of Sussex, soraetinies ahnost toBeachj 



Head. The high distant land of Hampshire, and 
Poitsdown Hai, d^t^aA o^^r* tttfe bay, between 
Bembridge and Brading Downs: the ridge of 
dowtis continues to stretch along the island as fax 
as the eye ci^n reach. To the left Shanklin Down 
continues beyond that of Wroxall immediately f^ 
bove us. The church and village of jShanklin sm 
placed luxuriantly in front, and the vale of New- 
church may be traced through its whole course be- 
yond. J 

We now approach the beautiful retired yillfige 
of Shanklin. At the commencement of a richly 
wooded dale sloping from the downs, at a consid* 
erable elevation above the shore, stands the charcb| 
a small edifice, simply rustic in appearance. On 
either side, as we proceed, are scattered a few neat 
and pleasant cottages, that embellish the approach 
to the Chine. Here we find a diflferent style from 
that of Blackgang: while partaking of the grand 
and awful, this scenery has much more of beauty 
uiit» 

The rapid stream, above the church, which is 
formed by the accumulated springs rising from 
the semicircular range of Wroxall and Shanklin 
Downs, has forced its winding course through the 
f oftest parts of the strata of soil and clay, amidst 
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clothing of its nearly perpendicular or boldly «||fQ^ 

.ttWt *«JM* HP i^ hWtjW liycuriance^ flpp ipd^ ^ 
||ftv« hfW )eft fey A^ continual torxepta; , bep^ 
MWP l^mli}^ JrpQted tl^f^a numbers that m^$t hay^ 
4ilW»; tPFPi ,PF jra^M way^ *ftd pcecipit^ted to 
4bgl|QHD)i below, 

. ^h^ f cay^fs 9f ihe toppu^ ^t haye forjioodi tbiy 
^ipf, jbifi;.^^^ it0 whfOi? pfqgres3 a.seq^ptin^ 
j^n^oa^i fipp tbe ^treiaip fijbaye tly^ yiJUiqge ijt 

takes two bold and finely circuitous cunresj jtp i1^ 
-jJfW^ ^pilg tp tj^ s^. A liUje l)e^Qur the inn 
^ !$M?W2^ '^ h^i^ifc^ in be^^f^n b^rd locks, oyer 

jKbiGh:^^ IblVJ^j.^kJiPg ?i ;srin4in^ couise, aud fallfj 
.^J^t Iwflpifejjf^t/ ^elp-w ;:fc^ 4b« cavity widens, 
4a)s:iqgtwy(>)fo^ $;^e^, till tbe stream reaches th^ 
j^pi^^, I Pa €jffj!?pr side i^ lo^y banks are contin- 

Vally irickliiig down with the gushio^ of yqjiou^ 
^/ippngs, that make their way incessantly into the 
if^ity ; thus constantly ^nla^j^i^ it^ by carrying 
;(|qwji iKurtions (£ its ^fter strata. Here the pet^ 

pendicular sides betwixt which U issues, over tl|e 

beach, are near 300 feet highy and IbO/eef asunder. 
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Crossing the •beam/ before it Ms upon the 
jiioiey and looking up at the tide wliere we de- 
scended, we have the fine subject of the annexed 
*vicw» 

On two leveBed plots above each other, at tbt 
eastern extiemitj, are two cottages of fishermea, 
fone a public house) : passing these cottages, the 
winding descent of alternate path and steps, leadb 
to the shore. Looking up from hence, the Chine 
presents the happiest miicture of the grand and 
beautiful, the awful and the pleasing: the inost 
cheerful scenes of rural life suspended in t]je 
yawning gulfA, amid the most threatemng prrct* 
pices. 

Beyond the beach below, whose extent possesses 
the finest characteristic scenery that the boldest sea 
coast can possibly present, we have cm the mie 
hand the fine display of the Culver Clifb, termin* 
ating the ample sweep of Sandown Bay; on the 
other, the grand cliffi towards Dunnose, whose im« 
posing forms have been already described, raise 
majestically their towering heads above the side of 
of the Chine, and its corn fields ; which extend 
along the brink of these clifis, in the direction of 
Luccombe aod Bonchurcb. 
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BttADIHG CHUHCH. 



Ws shall just run eastward to Eroding; a 
mall pbibe' in itsdf, but totilled to attention on 
aeoount of its wide and spieading haven. The 
cddmilsd Sir Hugh MUtdkUm^ the memoralile 
piDJector of the New River near L<ndoD, once en- 
deavoured, to ezdttde the entrance of the sea^ by 
an embankment of a peculiar constructibn« The 
church has been pronounced the oldest in the 
jdand; and its adjacent cemetery commands an 
enchanting prospect. Here are several pleasiog 
epitaphs to be f^und, better than in most countiy 
chmrch yaids. We shall select tWQ : the first has 
great poetical merits and has been set to music bj 
Dr. Calcott with a smgularly. plaintive effect : 

OH MRI. BEKRT. 

Forgiye, biMt diads ! the tributary tear 
Tliat mourns thj exit from a world like thb ; 

Forgiye the wish that would have kept thee herey 
And stay'd thy progreM to the leats of bliss. 

Ko more confined to groTelling scenes of nighty 
No more a tenant, peni in mortal clay. 

Now should we rather hail thy glorious flight* 
And trace thy journey to the realms of day I 



The other epitaph is inscribed on the grave of 
an mfmi; it possesses ffieat siiiiplicity--- 

This lovely bud, §o jdungj lo fair, 
€an*d hence by eariy doomj ' 

Ifi Par^Ldiie would bloom 1 

In the vicinity of Brading and its haven is the 
ikmons road of Si. Hdens. Here our men of war 
and our merchantmen ride in safetjr, and take ih 
fheir provision before fhey bid their kst adteu tb 
old England ! The appearance of tiie diips at 
aAChor off Su Heknsy has a picturesque eftct^ 
connected wilh an interestuig idea of their deslkia* 
lion to (he most distant parts of the yroiHL 

The eaiiiest charter of Brading is datad in -flie 
xeign of Edo^ard the Sixth ; and it is stiH gqyerB^ 
ed by a senior and junior bailiff, a rec<Hrder, and 
thirteen jurats. The oHmnon seal is encircled 
with this motto— The ktkgb's towke of b£a«> 
DTvoE. In the ciiurch is tiie baiidi j^ee rfthe 
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KUKWBLL : 



f%0 Reiidenee of Sir Wm. Oglander^ Bmri. 



Extracted from Wyndbam^B Picture of the Isle of Wight, p. 99. 



'The ancient geat of the Oglanderg, at NunweH, 
k situated a little to the north west of Brading^ it 
ias been modernized and much improved bj the 
hte Baronet, JSirlVilliam. It stands on a lisii^ 
ground, at the end of a park-like lawn, and ii 
backed by a solemn gtoyt of lofty ashes and limes. 

The great size of the oaks, and other timber 
Irees, both within and without the domain of the 
place, much of which is even fit for the dock 
yard, the beautiful disposition of the grounds, and 
ihe extent of its neighbouring woods^ might claim 
attention from the most negligent trayeller. Nor 
js Nunwell deficient in its sea views ; as the whole 
harbour of Brading, and part of the road of St. 
Helens, ^re visible firom its windows^ 
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KNIGHTON house: 
71r Seat qfG. M. BU^et^ Etq. 

Extracred from Wyndbam'a jPicture ^f the I. of W« p. 57 and 95.. 

At a jshort distance from Brading, on the left 
hand of the road to Newport, across the downs^ 
lies the lai^ and venerable mansion of Knighton ; 
half mantled with ivy np to its roof; which, 
though it appears from the hills above to be fixed 
in the abyss of a valley, yet c;ommands an exten« 
sive prospect over a country, that is still much 
lower than the house. Viewed from below, it ex- 
bilnts its picturesque scite, deeply embosomed in 
well-timbered woods, which rise on the east and 
west sides, in .steep acclivities to a height almott 
e(]iuil to the down. 




/'■ 




GATCbHBE Hoirsfi: 
Seat of<:0l. Cam/Mi^ 



To the soiiih of Caiisibrook Castle, well situated 
y imder the downs, which there decline to the south- 
Is eastward, stands Gatcombe House; a seat of the 
>^ Wojrslcy family, now the property of CoL Camp- 
bell, bj marriage with an heiress of the Worsleys. 
This mansion house was rebuilt by Sir Ed. 
!■ Worsley^ in 1750. It is a^tately building, having 
i; some resemblance to Appuldurcombe: before it is 
,a fine lawn, over whlch.the house commands a 
; fine prospect along the Tale of Newchurch. The 
I downs are seen behind the house. To the west is 
the church, whose square tower and elevated pinna- 
; cles stand on the rising ground above the river 
^ Medina, which flows slowly by the house. The 
'i lofty pines which surround it display the stately 
appearance of its while walls^ and show the church 
tower to great advantage. 



..>;?^ 
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NOBT H tovkr i 
The Sedt tfR. H. A. Beftitett, Esq. 

Extractai fhmi Hl^yiidhftm*! PitiHie of thfe l^ df WfjUl^ p. 19. 

Tttis is a latge ahci6!it hdtife$ i^d Wall ef«tted 
in the early patt Of tb^ reigtt of JaiA^ L the 
east fit>hi still tnaintaitis its origiiiaA putity, and ift 
biiilt with a smooth and diirable stone that is now 
raiely to be tnet i^iih in tb^ iAsulai- quarri^. the 
square projecting windows, the cadeihents pen- 
dant on their stcme inullions^ the seated ptftcb^ 
and gable-end toof, giye this sid^ ot iht building 
a venerabte and hot unpkasing appearance. The 
hous^ was for many y^ars inhabited by Mr. Bull; 
vthb niiade the aj^Hniei^ts Withm a^ conrenient 
and coinfbrtabie ak thb dtiitirard front b rtspeeta- 
ble. 

Th^ boii6^ ib ^anroiliided hf hills, nak^^ but 
not uncultivated nor unfirtiitftd t however^ a lat^ 
grove of trees, probably coeval with the building, 
affords shelter and shade to the garden walks. A 
partial view of the English Channel opens from 
one of the higher seats. 
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BLACKGANG CHINS. 

Thip fi^uie of the wild ^ceaery that marks th^ 
xock^ shore tx^wards tl^e English Channel, wel} 
Hierits the notice of all lovers erf* the romantic and 
mblime. Though, firom its remote situation, and 
being rather out of the regular co^rse of the prin- 
cipal ttours, it sometimes espapes observation, yet 
this, as well as the summit of St. Catherine's, ought 
certainly to be explored by every triaveUer whose 
time is not limited. This may be dope, (suspend- 
pqg the progress of the southern tour at Niton,) by 
ascending St. Catherine's Hill ; whose summit comr 
mwds a prospect of almost eve^y part of this 
island, with the Hampshire coast beycmd, and the 
Dorsfetshire hflls, extending to St.AIban's Head, 
and Portland Island. Sometimes, in the clear- 
€$t weather, may be seen even the highest part of 
the opposite French coast, adjoming Cherburg; 
-but this is rare to the sight, even of the party sta- 
tioned at the Signal House. Here is a remarkable 
tower, once part of a cbapcl dedicated to St. Ca- 
therine, whose cstablisbment was intended to an. 
swer the purposes of a liglit house in those early 



118 

flgcs. A circular modern stoile tower, built for a 
light house, which purpose it was found not to 
answer, from its great elevation and liability to be 
obscured by clouds and mists, is now inhabited by 
the officer commanding the signal station. Hence 
Blackgang Chine may be conveniently visited, de-^ 
scendingthe declivity of St. Catherine's for some 
distance, to the upper part of those cliffs towards 
Chafe Bay,between which, the springs issuingfrom 
St. Catherine's and the vicinity of Chale, have 
formed, by the work of ages, in their passage to 
the sea, that chasm, so remarkable, by the name of 
Blackgang Chine. The operations already no- 
ticed in the introduction, having bere acted wiA 
iflie greatest violence, from the nature of the steep 
rapid descent of sucb a vast height, and the inter- 
mixture of rock and loose black earth in the for- 
mation of the cUffi towards the shore, the effect 
has from these causes been the grandest, the ruins 
of the land above taking thd wildest possible ap- 
pcarance. 

The other and more usual approach to the Chine 
by way of Chale, from whose church it is distant 
half a mile, conducts to the same spot above the 
opening of the chasm. Here, on the highest side 
of the dreadful precipice, on a narrow ledge of land 
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not many yaids iirom die fuithest projection of the 
itick^ tbat descends perpendicularlj near 500 feet, 
15 the hut of a shepherd, whose faihily here brave 
the conflicting elements during the 'most tempes* 
tnous weather! 

The Chine maj, with some little trouble, be de« 
scended, following the progress of the stream as it 
makes its way to the beach below. This will be 
necessary in order to enjoy the two grand views that 
the Chine affords. Those who cannot take the 
trouble, will^ however, by descending a little wny, 
have some idea of the upper part ; from which, 
timong an uncommon display of rugged scenery 
imd impendnig crags, we enjoy outwards a fine 
prospect of the Needles and of the Dorsetshire 
coast to Porthind. 

The engxaving r^rcsents a view of the cavern 
beloW) i9to which falk the stream that has flowed 
down tlie course of this awfiil chasm. .This is of 
itself a ftrOdng object. 

The waters from above having rushed through 
their craggy bed, the work of a long course of win- 
tiy torrents, through the long shelving declivity 
from the high land above, they at last meet the 
hard rocIi:y edgd of the iteep cliff; or rather have 
cleared away the diff to Urn hard ledge, about an 
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bundled feel above tl^ levd of tbe dbore. H^(^ 
the Bbeet of water precipitates itself in a C9ifa^x4^ 
after heavy rains^ and has hollowed a b^in ^ 
fieath<^ whence it flowf on over the pebblj beach of 
Chale Bay into the sea. In fine weMh^i and dq^ 
ring the period when it is usnal^jr visi^ by tra- 
vellers, it i|» only a smaQ stream th^ trickles over 
the perpendicular edge, and fiiOs like the sea qpraj 
into its basin beneath s the fiiSk being of softef 
quality lower down, the ipiccasio|]^ fl^bifig PT» 
some jetting pieces of rpck, has hpQpwed a e^vjf|t 
some yards within the falling straws so |;^at w^ 
may stand inside^ loofciia^ t^roi;igh the sh^^er thi^ 
falls without, admiring itf prism^tip cplow^ wi^n 
apposed tp the sun's rays, oi rece^vf it)5 gentff 
dropping on our heads,(^a natural sh^W^ pP^^ 

This cavern has a spjenm ^nd atpnof^ awfi|I as<^ 
pect, having the black p^ii|e]raUljke qippieaf7K9C|E} 
that pervades in srata the cli#s above, Jhp^ 
strata have the resemblance of an ascent of gigfiAti^ 
step, whence, probably, ^uid frppi its frowning 
aspect, it derives its name* An adjoining chine, 
of much inferior magnkude, i^ knpW by the naj9|f 
q{ Ladder Chincy from the sam^ appearance of th^ 
strata which characterizes the cUffi of Chale Bay 
for a considerable extent. 
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APFVLDITRGCMISK. 

T918 splendid xesidence presents a d|q^jr of 
iliagnificenoe and dassic taste that render it the 
prid^ of the idand, iriliiie it desenredly imik$ wA 
the first abodes of woaUh and splendour. The 
prindpal approadhi is by tray q( Godshill^ jChroilgb 
a fine gateway, in the finrmof a triumphal vdbj by 
which we enter the park ; which is diversified Uk 
snr&cey and enriched with ^etnresqne groups of 
noble trees. It is on two sides bounded by )fi^ 
downs; the one surmounted by an obelisky the o* 
ijmx marked by a pleasing objeet of imiginary 
ruins^ called Cook's Castle^ On the slopo of tli^ 
down that bounds the park to the west^ stajidl tb^ 
istately maasicMi, a grand pile of free^ne, wiih four 
legubr fronts, "^he apartments are distributed ll 
fibular suife, and fitted up in a snmiAuoua stykft 
Ihcy contain a capital collectLon of paintings Md 
^cillpturcs, an excellent library, a choice coQ9Cticin> 
of medals, and various other rdrities. The whole 
clasaieally selected by the late Sir Richaid Wow- 
lejj during liia travels abroad, ajid here ciurefully 
arranged according to a printed catalogue, one 
i of which is deposited in the British Iftteum* 
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Amongst the pictures are particularly to be re- 
marked two large landscapes by Zuccarrelli ; the 
School of Aihensy a fine classic compositimi by 
Tresham; a grand Descend from the Cross, by 
Daniel da Volterra ; St. Jerome in the WUdemess^ 
by SalvatorRosa; and Lawrence's celebrated por- 
tniit of Kemble^ in Coriolanus. Several excellent 
Dutdi and Flemish paintings are also to be noticed. 
The statues and busts form likewise a fine collec-* 

tiODw 

Prom the obelisk is one of the finest of prospects, 
eatending nearly throughout the island, 

Appuldurcond)e now belongs to the Hon. 
C. A. Pelham, eldest son of Lord Yarborough ; 
who married Miss Sunpson, niece and heiress of 
the late Sir Richard Worsley. The house has 
imdetgone great alterations and imptoyements. 
Mr. Pelham liberally permits a public view of this 
man^on, with its nuignificent collection, by tickets, 
frcHn Mr. Sewell of Newport, on stated days in 
each week. It is rather a singular circumstance 
that the name of this place should be derived from 
three Welsh words, YPwlly dsaory cwmy signify- 
ing the pool of water in the hollow, or recess of a 
hiU. The spot, therefore, is of andeni BrUisk 
Celebris* 
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aOMBlLL. 
Stated from Wyndham's Pictare ofi^ life of Wi^, 

Immediately we leave Appuldurcombepatk, 
on our way to Newport^ we come to the village 4>f 
GodsbLlh It is not remarkable for any thing but 
the churcli* This edifice is erected above tfa« 
■ street, upon a lofty and steep knoll^and^ having 
m handsome tower, is conspicuously visible from 
J'Bvei-y pait of tbis wide and extensive vale. The 
inside is kept very neat, which a long range of 
Gothic arches equally divides into two similar aisles. 
Another aisle crosses the church from north to 
south ; and in the north part of it, a superb modem 
/ mt>nument of marble has lately been erected to th« 
; memories of Sir Robert Worsley and his brother 
■: Henry, the last heirs of the citlcr branch of thi» 
i family, and ^vhose busts are finely sculptured, and 
[ ^ctd npon the sarcophagus of the monument, 
cveral other monuments of the "Worsley family^ 
nd of the still more ancient proprietors of Appul- 
urcombe, are to be seen within its walls. The 
obelisk, placed on the high ground in the Hon. 
Mr. Pelham's park, makes a pleasing and conspicu- 
ous object, as seen from this villn^e over the church. 



11» 



eoWKS CA8TL6 AND HARHOITB* 

The busy and. animated scene thai forms tbe 
■abject of this plate^ may^ we think, be properly 
introduced by a short notice of the passage hilhar 
from Southampton, one of the principal approach- 
es to the island. In fine weather^ the voyage 
down Southampton river, and across to Cowes, is 
delightfiiL SoiAhamplon has a noble iqppearance 
from the water; adorned by the new-eiected casw 
tie of the lalse Marquis of Lansdown, thi^ towers 
pre-eminently above all the other buildings. The 
fine adjacent villas, rising inland above the town, 
or sloping to the river Itchen, give a richness and 
gaiety to the scene. We soon pass the el^ant seat 
of W. Chamberlayne, Esq. Lower down are the 
interesting ruins of Netley Abbey, at a little dis- 
tance above the shore, almost hiddai by the sur- 
roundmg wood ; but the little fort of Netley is a 
pleasing object near the water^s edge. Further on 
we pass HamUe church, and the jtalely mansion 
of Governor Hornby, tlie most interesting objects 
on this shore. On the other side of the river 
is seen the pretty village ofHythe, with its ferry 
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£rdbi SouthampUm into the New Foi^t. 'Near 
this is the stately stractiire of Cadlands, the seat of 
R, Dnunmond, Esq* Further on, the sequestered 
Tillage of Fairley, embowered in the forest ; and the 
h&j tower of EaglduTSt is seen in this direction^ 
rauring its head over the land. Reaching the 
mottth of the river, we pass Calshot Castle, almost 
ritiuited and seeming to float upon the waves. 
Stretching now across to the island, we open a fine 
prospect of the shore of the New Forest towards 
Lymiii^n. The first and most striking object 
Mw is EagMrar^; whose stately tower, and pa- 
fiUons, are well disclosed amidst its ridi planta* 
lions on the high shore. 

In the opposite direction of the Hampshire coast 
we see as &r as Gosport, Portsmouth, and Si>it- 
head, whose anchored navy terminates the pros- 
pect. Not far from these appear the merchant 
ships at the MotherlKmk ; and before its extends 
the shore of the island, from Ryde to Cowes, and 
thence continuing towards Yarmouth. To ibe 
left hand, on high ground, a short distance from 
the shore^ stands Norris, the sul^tantial castle of 
Lord Henry Seymour. The fine lofty downs rear 
their distant heads in the back ground. Approach-* 
Mig now to CowejB Harboiur, which is formed by the 
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molftli 0f iIm ftv«v MediB% the aye ii dtoligitod fi^ 
m numetous aaniymMftgo of sirttung atid bemtilU 
obgects on both MtB. Old-GaaOe Pofai^ tBe 
otitbr land tb the Idft^ is cfoimed maj^SOoMf fagr 
th^ lurtets of Nonris, aoid hiorhbfi bj tile Ihie 
btaging folldge that deteends itft ddpidg btahs. 
East and WM CoWdB, mth thai diannlng tUm, 
BOW unfclld Ihemsdrte to the sight ; die baiika of 
did met up to N^^fwtrt^ the distant doWnsdutt 
dnclose the cajpkal 6n either sidd^ widi the majesdc 
htU of St Catherine's bejond^ mtA towering abote 
aD ottier objects^ inlervaiing* Thate, wifh Cowes 
Casde^ olii nearest objett on di^ right bank, seve- 
ral cottages, and the seat of Sit ThMias Tancred, 
to the ^l^twaitf, ^idi the tarioos vessek at anehiw 
in die roedfty fiHrdi the rich picture^ of which the 
anneaed new gives as idea of a ooosidersUe part. 
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WESTHILt OOTTAOEj NEAR COWES : 
Mtddence qf Lord Fitzharrh. 

Near the entrance of \Vebt Cowes, from New- 
port, is tlie picloresque cottage called WesthilL 
It was originally buiU by the late Admiral Sir 
Hugh Christian, ,K, B ; and afterwards became 
the properly of General Whitclock, when com- 
mander of the military d^pdt. The situation is 

■ft 
convenient, and well chosen for prospect ; and the 

pretty rural style in which its commodious ac- 
commodations are ii^ivi^nicted, renders it at once 
an embellishment to the neighbourhood, and^a^ite- 
sirable residence. : .^he t^iatch is disposed in a 
picture^m; manner^ akid the trellis work around 
its lower windows & highly orns^mental/ 

The lawn and plkfl^tipnsf arowJit are pleasing; 
though so close to the populous town of West 
cs^yet it is as jetired as if it were more re- 
l*he yiew^|$^c^ the river, which flows not 
^low, piiesehts the fine scenery and ornament- 
;^illas of ^ast Cbwes ;^ from which, in return, 
fi^is charming cot^ge is a pleasii]g.x>bject. 
.■-'■' - . '^ -«■ . - " ^ ..\:-v* 
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EAST COWBgi 



This place^ as it may be supposed from its 
name, lies on the opposite side of the river Medi- 
na. It is not so large as its neighbour ; but there 
are houses in it of respectability. Here is the ctis- 
torn house, and the residences of several mer- 
chants. But it is on the hill above the town that 
we are to look for gentlemen's seats of great elci- 
gance and beauty. The prospects from this emi- 
nence, both by sea and land, are more easily ima- 
gined than described. The river has a pleasing 
appearance when we tmce its evolutions through 
the island up to Newport— watering its banks by 
its copious streams^ and scattering around verdure 
and fertility. 
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COTTAGB AT EAST OOW;B8. 

The pretty cottage of Mr. Larabertj on the hill 
above East Cowes, is here selected as a charming 
specimen of the kind of taste so prevalent and suit- 
able to the pastoral situations of the island. Its 
whole construction presents the extreme of rural 
simplicity. T he thatched roof gently falling around 
the upper windows, suf^orted by a series of rustic 
pillars formed by natural trunks of trees, affords a 
covered walk of delightful shelter around the cot- 
tage casements, whicli are modestly entwined wiUi 
the jessamine and woodbine. 

Its situation is agreeable, on a fine elevation at 
Ae confluence of the roads from Whippingham 
and Norris, above the descent to East Cowes. It 
stands at the extremity of a lawn, contiguous to 
Mr, Nash's villa, with which it harmonizes agreea- 
bly, and affords a delicious summer retreat; whiles 
from situation, it is neither damp nor dreary even 
in the midst of winter. 



EAST-cowES castle: 

This embeOidimeiit to the deBghttiil neighlboUfw 
l^ood of £ast Cowes, adorns {he summit of the hfll 
Hbove the town; where, after passing the chann- 
ing villas on either side, the rood turns in the direc- 
tion of Whippingham and Newport. 

Bere Mr. Nash, the architect, has shown his 
judgment in the clioice of situation for a cmnmand 
of unrivaRed prospect, through ihe elrtent of which 
this building is placed as a conspicuous object. 
He has not less exhibited his taste in the style of 
this buildhig. A line of embattled apartments^ 
somewhat in the style of Norris, is terminated in a 
square tower; which contains some good apart- 
ments, and commands more peculiarly the inland 
prospect; while die apartments here seen enjoy the 
fine scenery of W^ Cowes, and the moiith of the 
river. 

The grounds are singularly striking, sloping 
downwards, possessing a park-like appearance, 
though (HI no very lalge scaile, abounding with 
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groapB of elegant foliage. Below^ the el^^ant 
▼ilia of Mr. Auldjo tenainates the sylvan scene of 
this lelieat ; oyer which, and on either hand to a 
great extent, thelofl^ tuneto of the villa command 
a prospect of nnrivaUed beantj. The Medina, 
winding towards Newport, which appears hem- 
cd in 6y the ridge of downs on either side, be- 
tween which we descry the hollow of the valley to 
Aesonthwaid, bonnded by the grand form of St. 
Catherine^ that rears itsetf to fill the centre of the 
distance. In the western extremity of view, tiie 
chalky cBft towards the Needles raise flieir white 
endnences diidncdy 4dbove the high intervening^ 
land. More hi front is West Cowes, whose nu- 
merous boildinga stndthe opposite hill; and the 
busy scene of diipping, which crowd the river's 
mouth, gives to the prospect an uncommon degree 
of animation* 
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KORRIi: 
The Sdtipf Lord Benry S^m0ur4^^See Froniiipieee^^ 

^. Th3e bland has heie to boast its mast, stalely, cmt* 
nament^ placed on the conspicuous northern point 
opposite the main land. . In this situation, . which 
iras recently occupied bj a farm, iiifhose adyantagea 
must have struck the ey^ of ,tast^, has the lalC; 
Lord H.. Seymour erected a npUe mansion; .ift 
a style of grander, which Hu Wyatt ba^ adapted., 
atoncefoi; ornament of the neighbourhood, and 
^e enjoyment of its peculiar ady^tages. 

The hill that rises above East Cowes crowns the 
mp\ith of the river Medina, to the eastward, with a 
fine eminence, extending in that dirpption, ^4*. 
boldly sloping to the shore. The northern eztre« 
mity, called Old^Castle Point, from a fort which 
DO longer exists, is the commencement of this 
estate; which extends to the summit where the 
road approaches from East Cowes, passing a lofty 
tower placed as a lodge and sea mark on the 
highest ground, and descending a little the fine 
slope, the noble pile appears, displaying its stately 
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degance, and ^efljoying in comfortable grandeur 
riews almost unbounded. 

Looking beyond its extended range of c^tellated' 
Cnrretsy in the' distance appears the fihei expanse of 
yMer^ dividing the island from the miain land.' 
TK^ J^fcfw^ Forest and ' Southampton river, the* 
HynpshtlW'coafit'lo Portsmouth^ with thef rnonu- 
iictet'faitely erected to thetoeinorj 6f Lord'Nel- 
ion, all appeSar-fiom ikt^^^kj^ence; ' whil^ the 
shipping of everjr kind at the Motherbank, and 
the proud navj at Spithead, afford a picture than 
which a finer cannot well be conceived. 

The grounds descend with a bold slope to the 
water's edge, and rise finely upwards above the 
mansion, abounding with fine trees, and ornament'^ 
ed by a range of building at a distance, in a corres- 
ponding style, that within embattled walls and tur- 
ret crowned gateways includes all the conveniences 
of stabling and fatm : the ground being at once de. 
voted to rural improvement as well as ornamental 
elegance. 

The view is taken from the sea. The long range 
of stately battlements, with the intervening turrets, 
impart an air of grandeur to the numerous apart* 
ments at this end, though mostly servants' rooms. 
The principal apartments are at the further end, 
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Gompriauig. the lA]|;e sqpare and i^mid towcan^ 
whence is the noble yiew along the idaad^ and 
aoKMS to the main land. 

The other side^ vrhich is the principal frwty i| 
slQl moie stately: theie is a gnad entraaoa, 
through a massive gafa^ int» an inner couit| shp* 
foonded by <^ces of eveiy description. Thi 
principal biiildiag at the easteni end funbclliiiwi 
the view from Ryda and PortaMyoth* 
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VOYAGE 

ROUND THE ISLAND. 



:'•■■• ^>7 



x?;:i.:'.i alji: a>:i]C5i 



VOYAGE 



ROUND THE ISLAND. 



To tlidse who are fond of excursions on the wateti 
the Voyage round the Island will prove one of the 
most interesting' and delightful that tliis country 
will afford. 

The harbours (tf Cowesand Ryde abound ^with 
safe.and coounodious vessels, navigated by experi-v. 
ekiced pilots : the voyage may be performed in one 
day ;. but, . with less favourable winds and tides, 
easily in two; the charges for the vessel being, 
legulated accordingly. I shall give a sketch of a 
voyage from Ryde of each of these descriptions/, 
"When two. days are netes5ary for the voyage, we. 
must first sail to the westward, and pass the night, 
at Yarmouth, finishing the cijrcuit. next day. > 
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With the most favourable mods and tides the * 
voyage is performed in one day ; sailing eastward 
at starting, to St. Helens and the Culver Cliffi», and 
passing Dunnose and the back of the island, in 
time to take the next flood tide through the Nee- 
dles, and so to make good the passage back to 
Ryde the same night. 

Leaving Ryde at six or seven o'clock in the 
morning; a beautiful wood embellishes the diore; 
embosomed in which we perceive the simple 
church and charming cottage parsonage of Bin- 
stead ; the scite of the once venerable abbey of 
Quanr; and the opcnii^ of Fishboom Cie^« 
Here we catch a view of Woottoo Brid^, tha 
efaurdi and fiinn of Woolftan^ and die lo^ tower 
of die elegant mansion of Femhill. A emittnua* 
lion c^ a well-wooded shore still attends us, as we 
pa8» King's key ; the scene of Kiag John's tem« 
poiaiy retiiement, whfl& withdiawiflg firam the 
contest with his Baronsi, in e&peetatioa of SfuccottB 
fiom Fiance. 

We next approach Ohl-CaElIe Point, new em^ 
bdlished by a remaikaUe Gothic edifice^ called 
Norris Lodge, the lesidenoe of L^ Ht^ttty Sey« 
flioar : then opening the harbour of Cowes^ form^ 
ed by tlie mou& of the river Medim, the eye is at 
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«fl6e d i l^h trf by a mmerofui asiembla^ of «li(J 
li j i ^ aad beanttftd dbjects <m bodi ddeft : East 
ainl West Cewea, widi their ch«rmiii^ villee, (Uid 
f]ie baofai of the river up to Newpott : tba distent 
4M9tf 9 «riih the majeitic St. Cfldi6rine*6, are Been 
t0ii«iMi|; abote all. These, wsk Cowei Casde, 
and di^ variowB Tcneli at andior in the roads, to- 
gether aflToid one of Uie lii^iest views to be met 
wdi in tfw compasi of the whole royage. 

Turning our eyes to the oppostte shore of 
HaMipshirBy espedaUy if die wind should rccpiie 
a tack to ike noithifardi we ^ew the mouth of 
SoiithaaB|iton river; d^nded by Galshot Oasde, 
ntlnch seems floodag in tiie waves. A little for- 
tbi^ on dns dde ihe view is heightened by the pic- 
taiesque appeaiKance of Ea^hurst, the seat of the 
Earl of Cavan; originally buift by the late Tem- 
ple iAAtrdl, the lofty tower of which is biown a- 
mongst tile seamen by the name crf'LuttTdil^s Folly. 
Ihrooeediag again aldng the shore of the island, 
we pass iEgyp^> and the seat of Sir Thomas Tan- 
cmI, Bart, sil^ated on the shore. Gumett Bay 
affords pretty scenery, continued into the wider 
expanse of Thorness Bay ; risii^ over which, we 
pkoeive the western ridge of downs of Gatcomt)e, 
Buccombe, Sborwell, &c, which continue to 
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tnAimkt and tlie' Needfe& Swaimimi, Sor 
John Barriniftoii's, may be traced al a distance. 
This bay continiies to Newtofam Haibour, and be^ 
yond that is bounded by Hampstead Lodge. 
. This situation mU be found conTenient fbr'sacA 
aiepast astfa^Tojragersmay beabletotakecmthe 
deck of their little vessel ; ivhichy however home- 
ly «nd indifferently served, 'will probably give 
some relish, from the fine aur and agreeaible sur* 
rounding scenery. 

This is mentioned under the idea of proceeding 
as far as the Needles, and returning for the night 
to Yarmouth : but, if it is thought preferable, the 
repast may be deferred till the party hare arrived 
at Yarmouth ; and the TJew of Alum Bay and the 
Needles may be deferred until the {wogress of the 
voyage next mornings. 

Leaving Thomess Bay we proceed jiast Hamp* 
stead farm, pleasantly situated on a commanding 
eminence. Turning our eyes to the opposite 
coast, the New Forest spreads its rich expanse of 
wood, and Lymington rises conspicuous from the 
shore. 

By this time we have arrived at Yarmouth^ 
which we may pass, proceed U> the Needles^ a»d 
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ssbini ; or we amy 'at^oaoe laiid' and ^ efl^ -'CMI^ 

fbrtable accommodations for the nigfalt'-' •') i 

I., Leaving Yan^iotitb, NonrCon JLbdg^ is a pleasing 

object,. across the mouth of the river Yar» .Tha 

shoisesjof Colwell aad ToUaad Bays ate picta^ 

; issque; aad shoaldanumberDf^shipB.bepasriiig, 

tiie effect wffl.be particularly striking. 

i; Tbei Needles, asiwe gain sight of them, present 

: a series of rgradd and pleading scenery t tbegradtt!-^ 

:. al opening of Alum Bay is peculiarly inU^sepiu^* 

•; When the inner comer of die bay is opened, ckar-" 

i: ing the point of Totland Bay, cdUed Hetherwood 

' Point, the eye is regaled by an assemblage of beau« 

l^tifully variegated tints; yellows, haght^ed wiA 

-v reds; these enriching and contrasting with the 

white of the further cliff. The rugged variations 

of surface may be attepipted in a drawing; but 

. the nicest study of the painter would be required to 

present an idea of the colouring. On the opposite^ 

side we have to observe the singular situaticmctf 

Hurst Castle, more re^narkabte still than that of 

Caldiot, it stands nearly midway between the 

island and the main land, to which it is connected. 

A ;by a long narrow ftrip of shingly gmvel. 

:; Beyond this, the Hampi^hire shore recedes as 

^f); ifar as Christchurch ; and then, in a semicircular 



144 

to Peverd P(Mt. 

Af we mppffmch ihe Needles, it maj dBkd 
SMtch amnieinflot to tab Id the boat ; anii triiiie 
«he veMliaflf ottrfde, ve may pa« heMxt Hbom 
Xfn*m^ todka throiigh SatstbdbtB^s Bay, 9mt 
piooeed cloie vadsr the awfbl difik of Maitribead^^* 
atftrasFfeihwaterGate. Dai^ this incideatal 
excuiakm i^ may enjoy die dit>enioa of «booti!i|f 
die TBiiiyas sorts of biids iiith which t^ cliffi ai^ 
bound. 

Retumitig to the vessel, ia Fireshnrater Bay, ve 
haine Do^ a fortber view of the Dorsetsliire coast, 
stretcfaifig to the weetward, beyond Pcverel Point, 
aiemdrable for th« loss of the HalseweH, as far as 
St» Aran's Head and PorUaad ; though this lattet 
oaa badly be seen excqft from the highest part of 
the dMe* if akkig sail from Freshwater Gate, 
we pass through the remainder of that bay, and 
coast successively through jfeixton and Chale 
Bays; over whofee shores we observe the viHages 
of Brocdc, Motteston, Brixtm, and ShorweB, with 
ihe rii%e of downs above ^m. Before we arrive 
off Rocken End, the point under St. Catherine^ 
we may catch a view of Blackgang Chine ; which, 
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if we can approach tfie shore, will appear advan- 
taigeously from this situation. 

This part of the voyage has its scenery majes- 
ticaHy bounded by St. Catherine's ; whose cliffii 
descend to the shore, round which we gain sight 
oif the moist charming objects of the voyage. As 
here, at the cliff under St. Catherine's^ from which 
has recently tumbled the grand landslip of Knoles, 
commences the romantically beautiful display of 
Undercliff, extending to Bonchurch and Dunnose. 
For a more particular description of the scenery of 
the coast, we may turn to the next voyage. To 
enjoy it as much as possible, the vessel should lay 
to, if practicable, near the shore, off St. Lawrence, 
Steephill, or Yentnor; and dinner may conve« 
niently be taken while in this delightful situation. 

We now make sail, with every gratification that 
scenery the most exquisite of its kind can afford ; 
though to many, it must be confessed, the voy- 
age, should it be rough, may much diminish the 
enjoyment. Passing Dunnose, we enjoy the fine 
expansive bay, from thence to Culver Cliff, which 
will arrest forcibly our attention. Then passing 
Bembridge^ Point, St. Helens Road, Spithead, and 
the Motherbank, we arrive at Ryde ; and, if not 

too much prejudiced against the watery element, 
L 



and Xoa bOaid^om to \)e fl^tjvfied with naj^qi^ 
convenienoes, shall probably feel hij^hly gratified 
by the yojage^ aod mpch benefited by the se^ air^ 
and the modeiate e^l^ife ftfroicjed by thj^ mqlipi) 
of the vesseL 

This is niidoi^btMlly th^ be^ way to t^ttain. a ge- 
neral knowledge of the ^l^Jid. After thii thte di|f« 
fer^nt tours throu^ it will be better und^r^tpodi 
and i¥iU make much more impresBion than w^ho^t 
this advantage ; to ^hicb we shalt Ukewisp |^ in* 
debted for some of the %es| viewsi which a|« qj^. 
to be had from the se^« 

The other voyage is pe^ormed fhw X^yde tiy 
starting to the eastward^ P^°S Spith^ aad Su 
Helens Road^ emb<ell^hed by the ]nteies(iiig ap* 
pearanceofoHriloatii^ castles, the best bul>|rark& 
of our insular empire. The Hampshire coa^t af- 
fo|xls a ine display of the country fr^ip i^orts- 
mouth to Chiehester ; continuing as far a^ the low 
promontory of Selsea Bill^ and bounded by the ri- 
sing hills from Portsi^own to Arunid^I a^d Shpi^p- 
ham^ 

From Rydc a beautifully wooded shore extends 
to St. Helens ; comprising the delightful s^ijies of 
Appley, St. John's, Faiiy Hill, Seayiew> and the 
Priory. In this part of the coast, Brs^<^isg Har* 
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Htetihfl^ Mfe^ tKb view, over wMcli ikea Bia- 
AUg Pbi«)i^ i^readldg upon tlie Culver Cliffii ; 
ttiii^ iftfyDUd the fevel of Suldowa Bey, we per* 
^ve Ai^ dbteat doWn£( of Sfa^nkltn tind Wroxaff. 
Tbe prospect extends beyond Appuldarcombe to 
tk'4 Ckilkeiti6t% which rises conspicuously in tbe 
dtitilxlci^. 

Passing Atfnibridgb Ledge, so didfigerous to 
Aip^Ing, and noted lor tli^ xecdit loss of the 
Henry^AddSiigton East Indkman j we gradually 
pass the eaEtiremity ot the Culver Clifi. Here we 
opeir die ex^smse of Sandown Bay, and success 
dtely remark the fort of Sandown; the once cele- 
brated' cdEtage of the hte Mr. Wilkes, now ap- 
p^ittlrifig merefy an ap^hdage to i£ke contiguous 
barracks'; aaid, further on, the chines ofSliankliii 
attd* Luccombe. The view is here bounded by 
the remarkabfe pitMUontory of 0unnose. 

Passing Dunnose, tiirough the Race of Bon- 
diiirbh, ito eitehantiiig scene discloses itself to our 
f&ghti the- ccmst totally changes it^ appearance, 
amd'assumes' at charabter peculiar to this spot alone. 
The Uhdercliff comihehces here, extends for six 
utiles, tflfl it terminates at St. Catherine's. 

Thcilbfty downs vrtiich form the grand barrier 
of this south-eastern part of the island, rise mtijes- 



148 

ticaUy beypod Dunnose ; firom iMdi tbe beautt^r 
fiiUy lomantic land crf'Uiiderdiffbas, by repealed 
ponviiIsioDs^ been detacbed, and baa giadqaU^ 
gpiead its .fertile bordering akag tbe coast. Its 
shore is again finely brokm land indented hj nii<^ 
merons wbite clifis, ^hich are disposed in miipic 
majesty bere and there, affi>rding a miniature re* 
semblance to tbe great Albion Cliffi of Cttlver and 
Freshnrater. Between these are several cbaimiii^ 
cores, or little Bays; at Boncburcfa, YentnoTy 
SteepbiU, St. Lawrence, and Puckaster; affording 
conyenient spots for bathing, and decorated by the. 
charming scenery of various marine cottages, or 
villas, of Bonchurch, St. Boniface, SteephiU, St. 
Lawrence, and Mirables; with some pleasing no-> 
velties in the neighbonrhood of Niton, particulady 
the conspicuous boose at WesCcliff, which now 
pleasingly terminates this series of beauties. 

This slip of land, spreading from the high 
downs to the sea shore, for an unparalleled course 
of six miles, enriched by these beautiful retieats, so 
highly favoured by nature, so much embellished 
by true taste, is acknowledged to form a (ncture 
perfectly unique. It must be seen to be fully^ 
comprehended, and then cannot fiul to impress the 
beholder with delight. 
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: Next to tbe actual -sight, a faiat idea may. be^ 
formed, from cafrfal delineatioiis, of some of tW 
prim^ipal points of view. Some benefit maj like- 
vise be derived from tkem, by assisting the pleas*, 
log lecolfectiooB of those who have been so happy 
as to see this earthly paradise. On the westem^ 
side of this Landslip,^ may be seen the Sand*B;odi< 
Spring, valuable for its aluminous chalybeate qua-^ 
lities. Passing St Catherine^, we now proceed i 
along the coast already noticed in the fottner voy^ 
age, which can now be referred to for the remain* 
der of this, reversing only the order, as we now 
sail from east to west, till we pass round the Nee- 
dles, and then go to the eastward back to Uyde. 

The repast may now be taken while passing 
Chale, or Brixton Bays, during the least interest- 
ing part of the voyage. If an advanced state of 
our progress should admit, the diversion of shoot- 
ing may be taken from Freshwater to Alum Bay: 
but as this voyage is to be terminated the same 
night, it will hardly be practicable, unless with a 
favourable wind and tide, to allow sufficient time 
for the amusement. 

Taking advantage of the next flood tide at the 
Needles, we pass through rapidly ; and, coasting 
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tbe {deasant dioiev alimdy described> leHaa "Htli 
tderabk ease befoie ii%lit to Ryck. 

After theae two Yoyagea^ the trav^r wiU h^ 
moie pofectfy master of tbe beattties of tbe ialaiid^ 
Uum even an inhahitaiit who had ooldeiivedthia 
advantage. No one vho can trust himadf npon 
Uie vateiy element, ifhidi oiigbttobe sofiuniliar 
to eyeiy Briton, ought to omit such an appcd^^ 
nitj of acquiring so much new observatian, in ad« 
dition to the enjoyment of soph real pleasure* 
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PoiKTiKG out ever^ thin^ iivortjiy tiie.,tia^Ueni» 
observation in the diffisient Tours, the Southern 
'[j^oiirj or Back of the Island, should be reseryed^ 
for th6 19», beiilg hj far tibe most iat^estinl;. ) 



• 1 i 



WI^STERN TOUIl. ; 



Nbwport to CABiSBRooK^—Ca^stle and Vil- 
lage . . i 

IShorwell— -No^court House, late Richard 
Bull, Esq, n<yw R. H. A. Bennett, Eaq.^^ 4s 

Brixton 8 

MoTTESTONE— Brook Village, Brook House, 
^r. Howe, Church ••••••« S 



IM 

Ifiles 

BeookDowv 9 

Faeshwateb GATB^-Public House, Cave, 

Rocks, and Cliffi 4 

Needles PoiifT->-Needtel tbee remaining, 
Light House, Extieniity Point, Alum Bay, 

Freshwater Village • 3 

Back to Fbbshwateb and Yarmouth^- 
Norton, Thortey, l^orley itouse, Thorky 
Place, Mi8.Leigh, Ningwood, Sir J.Pinhom 5 
C ALBouBN— Westover, Fr(^hiU,,Mr.BarIow 6 
SwAiNSTON— Sir John Barrington ... 2 
Iftwwscr ........... 4^ 

35 

un iRiiseiNKK we lEMy idXinn iifin i^resvwflisf 
Gate to Newport, oyer the downs, for eleven 
miles; and may shorten the tour, if too much for 
one day, by*retttmii% id N'eiirpbtt'from Freshwa- 
teiy omitting the ride over the diffi, and viewing 
VarmoutH only at a distance. 



NBW^c*ftcfWc*h*birfiiti»6:EJ^Pia:^Ba^^ 
Farm,' Femhill, lafis Stakviel Shute j Esq. 4 



BiN8nAO«-JRbeftoiie WMd^ CjoUBge Btr- 

sonage, dmrdi, Quarf Abteji . . , . ^ 
RTD»-^I)|di79 Ciq^ Hott V . . . ^ e 
St. JaHjr>-«£dwaid SimeM, Jfoq^ F^iiy' 

HiU, H. Oglander, 9eftvtew . . . .' i 
PmoBY-^Sir llarii eyo6& ••«••• S 
9t. HELSN8GR££«r--«01d Chuvch^ Sea ]Vfadc> 

ChttlK;h ,1 

BBAmNG— Church) Ntiiiw^> Sb WHMam 

Oglandar, Bttit. . 2f 

Sanohah Heath-— Sasdoivn Gottagei Ul^ 

J. WilkeS) Etfq, SaadowR Fort . . . Si 
'BiAmsB Dowif^Niflnr^ BWn^ Signal 

HoiM • . 8¥ 

AiHET SeA MABK~KiughtoH> G» M. Biftsel^ 

Bi* - • • • . .If 

NWWPOBT • '• • • V s • % • • ff 

SOVTIHERN/ TOUB. 

^CffwpoBT to Standevi the resich^ce of Mr. 

Roberts' * .... If ^ 

Pjmobd k— Seat of Sir Leonard Wordey 

Holmecr^RooUejrGdttage^WUtwdlenleA If 
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NiToi^--Caittich,Pattoiiage,W«teMrHo«jie, ^s 
:VLn. Fa^keaer, St. Catherme's Hill^ 750 
.feet above bigb-water mark^ Blackgaag 
Chine^ Landslip at KnoIeSySaudrockSpring.. 6 .. 

St. IiAi^A^cp — Mirables,. Q. Arnold, Esq, 
small Churcb) Maijne Villa of Hon. C. A. 
PeUmm S{. 

StBE?HU.L CojTAGE — Earl of Djsart, Vent- 
nor Cottage, Lady Frances ToUemache, 
Ventnqr Cov^, New Inn, St. Boniface • 1 

BoNOHiTRCH-^ottage, Mr. Hadfield, Cot- 
tage, jMEr^ and Mrs. Hill, Cburc^, Land« . 
slip East End, Lnccombe Chine . . • 2 r 

SHANfLLyr— Church, yiI)ag?,S}iaqkIip Chine 3 

ARRBTON--*Stickworth, Gen. He)liersett . 6 /. 

St. G^obgbJs I^o^n— S)iide B/idge . ^ • 8 

NiBWPORT f ,#,•.. r . - ^ .?'; 

281 

Newport to Whitcomb ....•• 1| 
Gatcombe— ^Church, and Cratcombe House, 

A, Campbell, Esq.. 1| 

Chili^rtok Farm . ... . . . • If-^ 

BiLLiiiGUAH— Key. James Wqrsley ^ • . 1 

Chale Church 4 ^ 

BxiACKOANG Chins and Return . • •- X: 



I6t , 

St. Catherine's and ftETUfik^-lSt. Cathe- 
rine's Tower, Signal House . . . . . 1|^ 
K!iNGSTON--Church * •.•.'... . .3 
SHORinrELL ' . . . . • • . • . .2 
N«WBORT ' •• % \ \ \ \ \ . . , 5 ^ 



\ 
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Newport to Pann, over Pan's Beidgb . 1 
Standbn Farm ....,.,,.. If 

Shide Bridge • . . S . 

Carisbrook Castle .1 

Round IT to Newport ...... 2 

: . . . . H 

ANOTBElt SOUtHERN TOUR. 

From Newport to Godshill, by Pidford 

Church 6 

WniTWELiir-Church ..3 

Princelet SfiooT— Appuldurcombc House If 

"lOf 
Return to Steephill, Bonchurch, Shanklin, Ar- 
reton, Newport. 



Rtde tQ BB49iNG~St Jobi'a, £d. SiDiefiiij^ 

Esq, beautiful Cotta^ fintiwce • • • 4 

Sandown Fort •...«•;•» ^ . 
Yaverland— Churchy Manor House^ Mr. 

M. Smith ........ ^ . I 

Bembridoe Down and Culver Cliffs . i 

ItftHGLANB Farm 1 

Bembridoe Farm 0| 

Td THE Windmill • ^f 

BEMBRIDOE Point •;;..... Of 

Foreland Farm « J 1 

Yarbridge . : . 3 

BradinG ••••.• 1 

N^nwell — Sir W. Oglander • • . . 1 

AsHEY Farm 1 

Ayde 3 

21f 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER. 

The Map to be folded upright in the centre, with a guard, and 
to be placed first in the book. 

The Frontispiece, (View of Norris, Lord Henry Seymour,) to bo 
placed with its back to ihe map, and facing the title. 

The Plates to face their respective descriptions, as may be seen 
m the contents at the beginning of the book : ^hei« are some de- 
wriptiottft oat accompanied with plates. 

■ ■ ■ ' * ■■ . — #' ' ■ 

T. Baker, Piiater, SoiUhaaipton. 



Ventnor Cove, 109. 

Vineyards, 96. 

Voyage roond the Island, 199. 



Undereliir, 90. 



Wfstdiff House, 91. 

West Cowes, 194. 

Westhill Cottage, Cowes, Lord 

Fitzharris, 199. 
West Medine, 6. 
WoottoB Bridge, 140. 
Wordey Tower, 12, 

T. 

Tarmonth, 57. 
Tart>ridge, 158. 
Yaveriand, 158. 
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